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The 59th Alabama Volunteer Infantry Regiment, often associated
with the name "Gracie's Alabama Volunteers," holds a significant,
albeit often overlooked, place in the history of the American Civil
War. This article delves into the regiment's formation, battles,
experiences, and ultimate fate, shedding light on the lives of
these Confederate soldiers and the challenges they faced. We will
explore key aspects of their service, including their role in major
campaigns, their commanders, and the human cost of their
participation in the conflict. This examination will touch upon
aspects like their regimental organization, the impact of
battle casualties, their leadership under Colonel Albert P.
Gracie, and their contributions to the Confederate Army of
Tennessee.

Formation and Early Engagements:
Gracie's Men Take the Field

The 59th Alabama was formed in the spring of 1862, primarily
recruiting men from the northern counties of Alabama. Many
volunteers joined under the leadership of Colonel Albert Pike

Gracie, a prominent Alabamian with a military background.
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Gracie, a West Point graduate, instilled a sense of discipline and
organization within the regiment, which would prove crucial
during their upcoming trials. This initial phase of recruitment saw
a diverse group of men join the ranks, from farmers and laborers
to merchants and professionals, united by their loyalty to the
Confederacy.

Their early service saw them involved in several engagements in
Mississippi and Tennessee, participating in the arduous
campaigns leading up to the major battles that would define the
war's later stages. These early engagements were formative
experiences, shaping the regiment's fighting capabilities and
building camaraderie among the men. It was during this period
that the men of the 59th began to forge their identity as Gracie's
Alabama Volunteers.

### Regimental Organization and Daily Life

The 59th, like other Confederate regiments, maintained a
relatively standard organizational structure. They were divided
into companies, each with its own officers and a designated
number of enlisted men. Daily life consisted of training, drills, and
the often monotonous routines of camp life. Letters and diaries
from soldiers within the 59th reveal details of their daily
existence, from the hardships of inadequate supplies to the
moments of shared laughter and camaraderie that defined their
shared experience. Understanding this organizational structure
and daily life sheds light on the human experience behind the
official military records.

Major Battles and Campaigns: The
Crucible of War

The 59th Alabama saw action in several significant battles of the
Western Theater. Their participation in the battles of
Chickamauga and Chattanooga significantly tested their
resilience and combat prowess. These engagements were brutal,
resulting in significant casualties. The sheer scale of these battles
underscores the intensity of the conflict and the impact it had on
the soldiers' lives. Analysis of the regiment's performance during
these battles reveal tactical decisions, leadership challenges, and
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the impact of battlefield conditions on the 59th's effectiveness.
#4## Casualties and Losses

The war took a heavy toll on the 59th Alabama. Numerous men
fell in battle, succumbing to wounds or disease. The battle of
Chickamauga, in particular, resulted in substantial losses for the
regiment, highlighting the deadly nature of the fighting. The
impact of these casualties on the regiment's morale and fighting
strength is evident in surviving records. These losses also reflect
the wider human cost of the Civil War and the sacrifices made by
ordinary soldiers.

Leadership and Notable Figures:
Colonel Gracie and Beyond

Colonel Albert Pike Gracie played a pivotal role in shaping the
59th Alabama. His leadership, both on and off the battlefield,
significantly influenced the regiment's performance and cohesion.
He strived to maintain discipline and order amidst the chaos of
war. While Gracie's decisions weren't always without criticism, his
role as a central figure within the regiment's narrative cannot be
understated. Understanding Gracie’s leadership allows us to
better understand the regiment’s overall effectiveness and the
experiences of those under his command.

Disbandment and Legacy: Gracie's
Volunteers and the Aftermath

By the end of the war, the 59th Alabama, like many Confederate
units, was significantly depleted in numbers. The regiment's final
days were marked by the surrender of the Confederate armies
and the return of its soldiers to their homes in Alabama. The
disbandment of the 59th marked the end of an era for its
members, but their experiences and sacrifice left a lasting impact
on the history of the Confederacy and the state of Alabama. The
legacy of the 59th Alabama Volunteer Regiment, and Gracie’s
men in particular, remains a testament to the enduring impact of
the Civil War on the South.
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Conclusion

The story of Gracie's Alabama Volunteers, the 59th Alabama
Volunteer Infantry Regiment, provides a poignant glimpse into
the lives of ordinary soldiers during the American Civil War. Their
participation in major battles, the challenges faced by their
leadership, and the ultimate human cost of their service offer a
valuable lens through which to understand this pivotal moment in
American history. Their story compels us to remember the human
dimension of war, far beyond the grand strategies and battlefield
maneuvers.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What were the primary sources used to research the
59th Alabama Volunteer Regiment?

Al: Research relies heavily on primary source materials including
regimental records (if extant), soldier letters and diaries, pension
applications, Confederate army muster rolls, and contemporary
newspaper accounts from Alabama and surrounding states. These
sources, while sometimes incomplete or fragmented, provide
invaluable insights into the daily lives, battles, and experiences of
the men who served. Secondary sources, such as biographies of
key figures like Colonel Gracie and histories of the Confederate
Army of Tennessee, also provide context and interpretation.

Q2: What was the role of the 59th Alabama in the
Confederate Army of Tennessee?

A2: The 59th Alabama Volunteer Regiment served as an integral
part of the Confederate Army of Tennessee, primarily
participating in battles within the Western Theater of the Civil
War. They were often assigned to brigades and divisions,
operating within a larger operational structure and contributing to
broader strategic campaigns.

Q3: How many men served in the 59th Alabama Volunteer
Regiment?

A3: The precise number of men who served in the 59th Alabama
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fluctuated throughout the war, due to enlistments, casualties,
and desertions. Accurate records are often incomplete, making
precise figures elusive. However, military records and historical
accounts suggest that the regiment's strength likely ranged from
several hundred men at its peak to a considerably smaller
number towards the end of the war.

Q4: Did the 59th Alabama experience any notable acts of
bravery or heroism?

A4: While specific accounts of individual acts of heroism from the
59th Alabama are scarce, the regiment's sustained service and
participation in significant battles suggest individual acts of
courage and bravery were commonplace. The regiment's
perseverance in the face of considerable hardship and losses
speaks to the courage and fortitude of its members.

Q5: What happened to the soldiers of the 59th Alabama
after the war ended?

A5: Following the Confederate surrender, the soldiers of the 59th
Alabama returned to their homes in Alabama and other parts of
the South. Many faced significant challenges rebuilding their lives
after the war, struggling with economic hardship and the
lingering effects of the conflict. Some sought to regain their
livelihoods as farmers, artisans, or merchants, while others
embarked on new paths. The experience of the war undeniably
impacted their lives and the lives of their families for years to
come.

Q6: Are there any memorials or monuments dedicated to
the 59th Alabama Volunteer Regiment?

A6: While there may not be a specific, dedicated monument
solely to the 59th Alabama Volunteer Regiment, it's likely that
their participation is commemorated within broader Civil War

memorials located in Alabama, particularly those commemorating
battles in which they participated such as Chickamauga and
Chattanooga. Further research into local historical societies and
historical markers in the counties that supplied the regiment with
soldiers may unearth local commemorations.
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Q7: How did the 59th Alabama's experience compare to
that of other Alabama regiments?

A7: The experiences of the 59th Alabama were largely similar to
those of other Alabama regiments. They faced the same
challenges, including inadequate supplies, disease, combat
losses, and the overall hardships of war. However, the specific
battles and campaigns in which they fought and their overall
combat record would likely differ slightly from other units.
Detailed comparison would require careful analysis of multiple
regimental histories.

Q8: Where can | find more information about the 59th
Alabama Volunteer Regiment?

A8: Further research can be conducted through archival
repositories like the Alabama Department of Archives and
History, the National Archives, and various university libraries
with collections focused on Civil War history. Additionally, local
historical societies in northern Alabama may hold valuable
information specific to the regiment's recruitment and the
individuals who served within it. Online databases such as
Ancestry.com and Fold3 can also prove helpful in finding records
related to individual soldiers who served in the 59th.

Gracie's Alabama Volunteers:
Unraveling the History of the 59th
Alabama Volunteer Regiment

The War Between the States period generated a plethora of
military units, each with its own unique tale to tell. Among these,
the 59th Alabama Volunteer Regiment stands out, not for its
remarkable battlefield successes, but for its typical experience of
a typical Confederate unit. This essay delves into the record of
this regiment, exploring its formation, deployment in major
battles, and ultimate disbandment. By understanding the 59th
Alabama's journey, we gain a deeper insight into the realities
faced by the average Confederate soldier.

The 59th Alabama Volunteer Infantry Regiment was assembled in
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the late summer of 1862, largely made up of men from the
northern counties of Alabama. Unlike some regiments which
boasted a substantial core of experienced combatants, the 59th
included a considerable number of untrained recruits. This fact
would have considerable ramifications throughout their tour.
Their initial drill was probably rudimentary, hampered by limited
resources and the pressing need to send troops to the front of
war. Many of these men had never held a rifle before, much less
witnessed the horrors of true combat.

The regiment's initial assignment was to the Army of Tennessee,
a major Confederate army operating in the western theater. They
took part in several key engagements, including the intense
fighting at Chickamauga in autumn 1863, where they
experienced heavy casualties. Chickamauga, a pivotal battle in
the drive for Chattanooga, revealed the 59th's relative lack of
experience as they were thrust into intense fighting. Subsequent
engagements such as Missionary Ridge and the Atlanta
Campaign further challenged their resolve, leading in even more
losses. The regiment's record during this period is emblematic of
many Confederate units: periods of intense fighting intermingled
with periods of comparative tranquility, punctuated by perpetual
shortages of provisions, uniforms, and medical care.

The 59th Alabama's story wasn't solely defined by battlefield
events. The lives of the soldiers, their writings home, and
narratives from survivors provide clues into the everyday realities
of army life. The emotional effect of prolonged exposure to
warfare, coupled with the hardships of unrelenting deprivation, is
obviously reflected in many accounts. These personal narratives
add a human dimension to the military record, painting a far
more complete picture than official documents alone can provide.

By the end of the war, the 59th Alabama Volunteer Regiment was
drastically depleted. Many of its members had died in warfare,
fallen to disease, or were seized as prisoners of war. The
remaining soldiers were paroled, returning to a shattered South.
Their experiences, while heartbreaking in many ways, offer a
valuable viewpoint on the Civil War, reminding us of the human
price of warfare. Their legacy is one of perseverance and
sacrifice, however ordinary their individual story might appear
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compared to more famous units.

Understanding the history of the 59th Alabama Volunteer
Regiment offers several beneficial applications for students. It
provides a thorough case study of a representative Confederate
unit, allowing for a improved appreciation of the logistical
challenges, troop morale issues, and the overall truth of the war
for the common soldier. This information can be used to inform
teaching materials, research papers, and public presentations.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What were the main causes of death among the 59th
Alabama soldiers?

Al: The leading causes of death were combat wounds, disease
(particularly dysentery and typhoid fever), and starvation or
malnutrition due to supply shortages.

Q2: What is the significance of studying the 59th Alabama
Volunteer Regiment?

A2: Studying the regiment offers a detailed insight into the typical
experiences of Confederate soldiers, moving beyond grand
narratives to focus on the realities faced by the average man.

Q3: Where can | find more information about the 59th
Alabama Volunteer Regiment?

A3: You can search online databases of Civil War records, consult
historical archives in Alabama, and examine primary source
documents such as regimental records, letters, and diaries.

Q4: Were there any notable individuals who served in the
59th Alabama?

A4: While the regiment didn't produce prominent military leaders,
the stories of the individual soldiers, often found in letters and
diaries, reveal compelling individual narratives of bravery,
hardship, and resilience.
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