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1991 Nissan NX2000, Acura
Legend, Toyota Tercel,
Buick Regal, Oldsmobile
Bravada, and Infiniti G20:
A Retro Road Test
Retrospective

The automotive landscape of 1991 offered a
fascinating blend of styles and technologies. From
the sporty handling of the Nissan NX2000 to the
luxurious comfort of the Acura Legend, the year
presented a diverse range of vehicles catering to
various needs and preferences. This article delves
into a comparative road test retrospective of six
distinct 1991 models: the Nissan NX2000, Acura
Legend, Toyota Tercel, Buick Regal, Oldsmobile
Bravada, and Infiniti G20. We'll explore their
performance characteristics, design features, and
overall driving experience, providing a glimpse into
the automotive world of three decades ago. Keywords
relevant to this review include sports compact
comparison, luxury sedan review, 1990s car
technology, SUV evolution, and Japanese car imports.
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A Diverse Lineup: Exploring Six
Distinct Vehicles

Our 1991 road test features vehicles representing
different segments and manufacturers, showcasing the
variety available to consumers at the time. Let's
examine each vehicle individually before making
comparisons.

### Nissan NX2000: The Sport Compact Challenger

The Nissan NX2000, a sporty compact, stood out for
its nimble handling and powerful engine. Its 1.6-
liter turbocharged engine provided surprising
acceleration for its class, making it a compelling
option for enthusiasts seeking performance on a
budget. This sports compact comparison highlights
its key selling point: a blend of practicality and
driving excitement. Its design, while relatively
understated, was sleek and modern for its time.

### Acura Legend: Flagship Luxury and Refinement

At the opposite end of the spectrum was the Acura
Legend, Acura's flagship sedan. The Legend offered a
level of luxury and refinement unseen in many cars
of its era. Its smooth V6 engine, plush interior,
and advanced features set it apart as a serious
contender in the luxury sedan review category. It
represented Honda’'s commitment to upscale motoring
and a shift towards the high-end segment.

### Toyota Tercel: Economical and Reliable
Transportation

The Toyota Tercel represented the epitome of
economical and reliable transportation. This
subcompact car prioritized fuel efficiency and
practicality, making it an ideal choice for budget-
conscious buyers. Its simple design and robust
mechanics ensured longevity, solidifying Toyota's
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reputation for dependability.
### Buick Regal: American Muscle Reimagined

The Buick Regal, a mid-size sedan, represented
American automotive tradition with a blend of
comfort and performance. Its powerful V6 engine
(depending on the trim level) provided respectable
power, and its comfortable ride appealed to a wider
audience.

### 0ldsmobile Bravada: The Dawn of the SUV

The Oldsmobile Bravada marked an early step in the
evolution of the SUV market. It provided a
comfortable ride with added versatility compared to
traditional station wagons. The Bravada showcased
the growing demand for vehicles offering both
passenger and cargo space—a trend which would define
the subsequent decades. This is a key point in our
exploration of SUV evolution in the early 1990s.

### Infiniti G20: Luxury Meets Sportiness

Infiniti, Nissan's luxury division, introduced the
G20, a compact sports sedan, designed to compete
with European counterparts. Its precise handling,
powerful engine, and luxurious features offered a
compelling combination, setting a standard for
future Infiniti models. Its introduction further
solidified the emergence of Japanese car imports as
major players in the global automotive market.

Comparative Analysis: Performance
and Features

Comparing these six vehicles highlights the
diversity of the 1991 automotive market. The NX2000
and G20 provided exciting performance in their
respective classes, while the Legend offered
sophisticated luxury and the Tercel focused on
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efficiency. The Regal represented a traditional
American approach to mid-size sedans, and the
Bravada showcased the growing SUV segment.

The differences in engine technology, transmissions,
suspension systems, and interior features were
significant. For example, the NX2000's turbocharged
engine offered a different driving experience
compared to the smooth, naturally aspirated engines
of the Legend and Regal. The Tercel's economy-
focused design contrasted sharply with the feature-
rich interiors of the luxury vehicles. This 1990s
car technology analysis reveals the early stages of
advancements in automotive engineering.

Design and Styling: Reflecting the
Era

The design language of the 1991 models reflected the
prevailing automotive trends of the time. Boxy
designs were slowly giving way to more aerodynamic
shapes, though some models like the Tercel retained
a more utilitarian aesthetic. The Legend and G20
showcased a more sophisticated and refined design
language, appealing to a more discerning clientele.
The Bravada, in its early SUV form, hinted at the
more rugged designs to come in the following years.

Driving Experience and Legacy

The driving experience varied widely among these six
vehicles. The NX2000 provided a spirited and
engaging drive, while the Legend offered a smooth
and comfortable cruising experience. The Tercel
provided simple, reliable transportation, whereas
the Regal aimed for a balance of comfort and
performance. The Bravada offered a new kind of
versatility, and the G20 blended sportiness with
luxury. Each car left its mark, shaping preferences
and paving the way for future generations of
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vehicles.

Conclusion: A Snapshot of
Automotive Diversity

The 1991 Nissan NX2000, Acura Legend, Toyota Tercel,
Buick Regal, Oldsmobile Bravada, and Infiniti G20
represent a compelling snapshot of the diverse
automotive landscape of the time. Each model filled
a specific niche, catering to different needs and
preferences. This retro road test highlights the
evolution of automotive technology, design, and the
ever-changing consumer demands that shaped the
industry.

FAQ

Ql: How did the 1991 Nissan NX2000 compare to its
competitors in terms of performance?

Al: The NX2000, with its turbocharged engine,
offered surprisingly quick acceleration for a
compact car in 1991. While not as powerful as some
larger sedans, its performance was competitive
within its class, particularly in terms of handling
and agility. Compared to other sporty compacts of
the time, it held its own.

Q2: What were the key features that differentiated
the Acura Legend from other luxury sedans of 19917

A2: The Acura Legend stood out with its smooth and
powerful V6 engine, its luxurious and well-appointed
interior, and its advanced features, which were
considered cutting-edge for that era. Its refinement
and attention to detail put it in direct competition
with established European luxury brands.

Q3: How did the Oldsmobile Bravada contribute to the
development of the SUV market?
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A3: The Bravada, while not the first SUV, was a
significant player in popularizing the concept. It
showed that a vehicle could combine passenger
comfort with the capability of carrying cargo. This
appeal to both passenger car drivers and those
seeking more rugged functionality was a key step in
the rise of the SUV's popularity.

Q4: What were the main strengths and weaknesses of
the Toyota Tercel?

A4: The Tercel's main strengths were its exceptional
fuel economy, reliability, and affordability. Its
weaknesses included a somewhat spartan interior and
limited performance. It was a car that prioritized
practicality and value over luxury or sporty driving
dynamics.

Q5: How did the Infiniti G20 contribute to
Infiniti's brand image?

A5: The G20 played a crucial role in establishing
Infiniti's reputation for sporty handling and
upscale interiors. It successfully blended
performance and luxury, demonstrating that Infiniti
could compete effectively with established European
sports sedans.

Q6: What technological advancements were noticeable
in these 1991 vehicles?

A6: Advancements included the use of more efficient
engines (like the NX2000's turbocharged engine),
improved fuel injection systems, enhanced suspension
designs for better handling, and the introduction of
more advanced features like anti-lock brakes and
electronically controlled climate control (in higher
trim levels of some cars).

Q7: How did these cars reflect the overall
automotive trends of the early 1990s?
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A7: The cars reflected a shift towards more
aerodynamic designs, improved fuel efficiency due to
rising gas prices, and a growing demand for both
sporty performance and luxurious comfort. The rise
of the SUV was also a significant trend reflected by
the inclusion of the Bravada.

Q8: Where can I find more information on these
specific 1991 models?

A8: Online resources like car enthusiast forums,
automotive history websites, and online classifieds
(for checking specifications of various trims) are
excellent sources for in-depth information on these
specific models. You can also find reviews and
technical specifications in archived automotive
magazines from 1991.

1991 Nissan NX2000, Acura Legend,
Toyota Tercel, Buick Regal,
Oldsmobile Bravada, Infiniti G20: A
Retro Road Test Retrospective

The calendar year 1991 offered a fascinating
selection of vehicles spanning a vast spectrum of
types and price points. From the nimble economy
automobile to the luxurious flagship sedan, the
automotive scenery remained abundant in variety.
This retrospective road test examines six separate
models — the Nissan NX2000, Acura Legend, Toyota
Tercel, Buick Regal, Oldsmobile Bravada, and
Infiniti G20 — to illuminate the nature of the
vehicle industry at that point in time.

The Contenders: A Diverse Lineup

Our participants represent a representation of the
obtainable choices. The Toyota Tercel positioned
itself as a practical and affordable subcompact car,
perfect for thrifty customers. At the other end of
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the range was situated the Acura Legend, a flagship
luxury sedan promising comfort, performance, and
prestige.

The Nissan NX2000 provided a sporty driving
experience, combining power with relative price. The
Buick Regal offered a mixture of convenience and
elegance, appealing to a more mature buyer
foundation. The Oldsmobile Bravada, a relatively
recent addition in the off-road vehicle sector,
embodied the growing popularity of these adaptable
automobiles. Finally, the Infiniti G20, the first
offering from Nissan's luxury division, aimed to
compete established high-end labels.

On the Road: Performance and Handling

The driving journeys differed significantly
throughout the six makes. The Tercel showed to be
economical and straightforward to control, though
its power remained lackluster. The Legend, on the
contrary part, offered a smooth and robust
manipulating experience, its V6 engine providing
ample force.

The NX2000's control was accurate and responsive,
causing it fun to handle on twisting roads. The
Regal provided a relaxing ride, though its
capability wasn't as impressive as some of its
opponents. The Bravada's lofty posture rendered it
fit for rough adventures, though its on-road control
wasn't as exact as some of the automobiles in this
group. The G20 merged dynamic management with
opulent features, establishing itself as a strong
opponent in the luxury subcompact automobile
section.

Conclusion: A Snapshot of Automotive History

This retrospective road test of six nineteen ninety-
one models delivers a intriguing peek into the
automotive landscape of the era. It underscores the
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variety of choices accessible to customers, from the
utilitarian economy automobile to the opulent
performance sedan and the emerging SUV segment. The
differences in performance, management, and features
reflect the vast spectrum of demands and selections
existing in the market at that period.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1l: Which car was the best overall in this group?

Al: There's no single "best" vehicle. The ideal
automobile rests entirely on individual needs and
preferences. The Acura Legend excelled in luxury and
performance, the Nissan NX2000 in sporty handling,
and the Toyota Tercel in fuel economy.

Q2: How do these cars compare to modern vehicles?

A2: Modern vehicles generally offer improved gas
economy, safety conveniences, and technological
progresses. However, many enthusiasts value the
simpler mechanics and driving experience of these
classic makes.

Q3: Are any of these cars still reliable today?

A3: Reliability depends heavily on upkeep history.
With proper care, some of these automobiles,
particularly the Acura Legend and Nissan NX2000, can
still be dependable today. However, parts may be
challenging to source.

Q4: What is the collector's value of these vehicles?

A4: Collector's value varies substantially resting
on shape, kilometrage, and alternatives. Certain
makes, especially the rarer editions, may control a
higher price in the collector industry.
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