Scotts Reel Mower

Scotts Reel Mowers: A Guide to Classic
Lawn Care

For decades, homeowners have trusted Scotts reel mowers for a beautifully manicured
lawn. These classic mowers, known for their precise cut and eco-friendly operation,
offer a compelling alternative to gas-powered rotary mowers. This comprehensive guide
explores the world of Scotts reel mowers, delving into their benefits, usage,
maintenance, and frequently asked questions to help you decide if a Scotts reel mower
is the right choice for your lawn care needs.
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Benefits of Choosing a Scotts Reel Mower

Scotts reel mowers, like other reel mowers, offer several advantages over their rotary
counterparts. These benefits extend beyond simply achieving a pristine lawn; they also
encompass environmental considerations and long-term cost savings.

### Superior Cut Quality: The "Shear" Difference

The most significant advantage is the superior cut quality. Unlike rotary mowers that
tear and shred grass blades, a Scotts reel mower uses sharp, rotating blades to
precisely shear the grass. This clean cut promotes healthier grass growth, reducing
stress on the plant and resulting in a lusher, greener lawn. You'll notice a significant
difference, especially in the appearance of your lawn's edges. The fine cut also reduces
the need for frequent mowing because the grass heals faster.

### Eco-Friendly Operation: Reducing Your Carbon Footprint

Scotts reel mowers are environmentally friendly. They require no gasoline, eliminating
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harmful emissions and reducing your carbon footprint. This quiet operation also
contributes to a more peaceful gardening experience. This aligns with the increasing
popularity of sustainable gardening practices and the demand for eco-conscious lawn
care solutions.

### Exercise and Lawn Care Combined: The Unexpected Workout

Using a Scotts reel mower provides a surprisingly good workout, especially for smaller
lawns. The gentle pushing motion engages your core muscles and provides a light
cardiovascular exercise. This can be a welcome addition to your daily routine,
especially if you are seeking a low-impact form of physical activity.

### Lower Maintenance and Long-Term Cost Savings: A Wise Investment

While initial costs might seem slightly higher than some rotary mowers, Scotts reel
mowers often prove to be more cost-effective in the long run. They require less
maintenance - no oil changes, spark plugs, or air filters - leading to significant savings
over the mower's lifespan. This makes them a smart, long-term investment for your
lawn care.
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### Ideal for Small to Medium Lawns: The Perfect Fit

Scotts reel mowers are best suited for small to medium-sized lawns that are relatively
flat. Their design isn't ideal for tackling steep inclines or heavily overgrown areas.
However, for lawns within these parameters, they offer an unparalleled level of
precision and control. Consider lawn size and terrain carefully before purchasing.

Using Your Scotts Reel Mower Effectively

Proper usage is key to maximizing the performance and lifespan of your Scotts reel
mower. Here are some essential tips:

e Regular Sharpening: Sharp blades are crucial for a clean cut. Scotts reel
mowers often require periodic blade sharpening, either using a sharpening tool
or professional service. Dull blades will tear the grass, defeating the purpose of a
reel mower.

e Proper Height Adjustment: Adjust the cutting height according to your grass
type and desired lawn length. Scotts reel mowers typically have an adjustable
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height setting, allowing you to customize the cut.

e Mowing Technique: Overlapping your mowing passes ensures an even cut.
Avoid pushing the mower too hard; a steady, consistent pace is more effective.

e Pre-Mowing Preparation: Remove large debris like rocks or sticks from the
lawn before mowing to prevent damage to the blades.

e Clean Up: After each use, clear any grass clippings from the mower's base. This
prevents build-up and ensures smooth operation.

Maintenance and Troubleshooting Your Scotts Reel
Mower

Regular maintenance is essential to prolong the life of your Scotts reel mower. This
includes:

¢ Cleaning: Regularly cleaning the mower will prevent grass build-up.
e Blade Sharpening: Sharpening or replacing the blades when necessary is
critical for optimal performance.
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e Lubrication: Some models benefit from periodic lubrication of moving parts.
Consult the user manual for specific recommendations.

e Storage: Store your Scotts reel mower in a dry, sheltered location during the off-
season to prevent rust and damage.

Choosing the Right Scotts Reel Mower for Your
Needs

Scotts offers various reel mower models, each with its own features and specifications.
Consider your lawn's size, terrain, and your budget when selecting a model. Reading
customer reviews and comparing features can help you find the perfect match for your
needs. Factors to consider include cutting width, height adjustment range, and overall
construction quality.
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Conclusion

Scotts reel mowers represent a classic approach to lawn care that delivers exceptional
results. Their precise cut, eco-friendly operation, and long-term cost savings make them
an attractive option for many homeowners. While they are best suited for smaller to
medium-sized lawns, the rewards of a beautifully manicured, healthy lawn are
undeniable. With proper usage and maintenance, a Scotts reel mower can provide
years of reliable service and contribute significantly to a greener, healthier lawn.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: How often should I sharpen the blades on my Scotts reel mower?

A1l: The frequency of sharpening depends on how often you mow and the condition of
your lawn. As a general guideline, plan to sharpen the blades at least once a year, or
more frequently if you notice a decline in cut quality. You can either do this yourself
using a sharpening tool or have it done professionally.
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Q2: Can I use a Scotts reel mower on a sloped lawn?

A2: Scotts reel mowers are generally not recommended for steeply sloped lawns. The
mower's design might make it difficult to control on inclines, potentially leading to
accidents or uneven cuts. For sloped lawns, consider a rotary mower or a robotic
MOWer.

Q3: How do I deal with thick or overgrown grass?

A3: Scotts reel mowers are not ideal for tackling extremely thick or overgrown grass. It
is better to gradually reduce the grass height through multiple mowing sessions rather
than trying to cut it all at once. This prevents overloading the mower and ensures a
clean, even cut.

Q4: What type of grass is best suited for a Scotts reel mower?

A4: Scotts reel mowers work well on most types of grass, provided the grass is not
excessively tall or thick. Fine fescues, Kentucky bluegrass, and other common lawn
grasses are all suitable for reel mowing.
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Q5: What should I do if my Scotts reel mower is skipping or not cutting evenly?

Ab: This is often a sign that the blades need sharpening. Dull blades will lead to uneven
cuts and skipping. Check the blades for damage and sharpen or replace them as
needed.

Q6: Are Scotts reel mowers suitable for all lawn sizes?

A6: No, Scotts reel mowers are best suited for smaller to medium-sized lawns
(generally under Y2 acre). Larger lawns may require more time and effort to mow with a
reel mower. For very large lawns, a rotary or riding mower would be more efficient.

Q7: How do I clean my Scotts reel mower after each use?

A7: After each use, simply remove any grass clippings and debris from the mower's
underside, paying special attention to the blades and the area surrounding them. A stiff
brush or compressed air can be helpful for cleaning hard-to-reach areas. This routine
cleaning prevents build-up and keeps your mower in top condition.
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Q8: Where can I buy replacement parts for my Scotts reel mower?

A8: Replacement parts for Scotts reel mowers can often be purchased directly from
Scotts' website, at authorized Scotts retailers, or from online retailers selling lawn care
equipment and parts. Always check the model number on your mower to ensure
compatibility when ordering replacement parts.

The Scotts Reel Mower: A Deep Dive into Classic
Lawn Care

For generations, the perfectly manicured lawn has been a symbol of suburban
achievement. And while various power tools dominate the market, the enduring charm
of the Scotts reel mower remains powerful. This article will examine the attributes that
make this device a go-to for lawn admirers, delving into its mechanics, care, and the
distinct benefits it offers compared to its counterparts.

The Scotts reel mower operates on a mechanism as old as the dawn of civilization:
rotary blades spinning against a stationary cutter bar. Unlike gas-powered or electric
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cutters, which shred the grass, a reel mower slices it cleanly. This accurate cut leaves a
surprisingly even and elegant finish, often described as a "golf course" quality. The
clean cut also promotes healthier grass growth, as it minimizes damage to the grass
leaves. This is analogous to using sharp shears to cut hair against dull ones which tear
the hair, leading to a ragged appearance.

Several models of Scotts reel mowers exist, each catering to varying lawn sizes and
terrain conditions. Specifications often include adjustable cutting heights, allowing you
to modify your lawn's appearance to your preference. Some models boast improved
roller wheels for a smoother movement across the lawn, while others offer ergonomic
handles to lessen tiredness during operation. Understanding your lawn's area and
make-up (slope, impediments) is crucial in selecting the appropriate model.

Proper care is vital to the longevity and efficiency of your Scotts reel mower. Regular
honing of the blades is paramount to achieving that clean cut. A dull blade will tear the
grass, resulting in a unsightly lawn and increased stress on the machine. Many Scotts
reel mower owners invest in a handheld blade sharpener, which can be used at home
with relative facility. Additionally, regular clearing of the body is essential to hinder
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grass build-up and confirm smooth operation. Lubrication of moving parts will also
increase the lifespan of your trimmer.

Beyond the utilitarian benefits, the Scotts reel mower offers a unique connection to a
simpler era of lawn care. The bodily effort involved in using a reel mower is a
energizing change from the noise and exhaust of gas-powered machines. Many users
find the rhythm of pushing a reel mower to be almost meditative, providing a moment
of calm in a busy day. This is further emphasized by the aesthetic pleasure of a
perfectly cut lawn, achieved through expertise and work.

In closing, the Scotts reel mower offers a strong combination of excellence,
performance, and eco-friendliness. Its traditional construction along with the clean,
precise cut it provides, creates a distinct experience for lawn care lovers. While
requiring more effort in terms of maintenance, the payoffs are undeniable, resulting in
a truly beautiful and healthy lawn.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
1. How often do I need to sharpen the blades on my Scotts reel mower?
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Sharpening frequency depends on usage, but generally, sharpening every 2-4 weeks is
recommended, especially during peak growing season.

2. Can I use a Scotts reel mower on uneven terrain? While Scotts reel mowers are
generally designed for level lawns, some models are better suited for slightly uneven
surfaces than others. Check the model's specifications before purchase.

3. What's the difference between a reel mower and a rotary mower? Reel mowers
slice the grass cleanly, while rotary mowers chop it. Reel mowers generally produce a
more refined finish and healthier lawn but require more maintenance.

4. How do I choose the right Scotts reel mower for my lawn? Consider your lawn's
size, terrain, and the desired cutting height. Read reviews and compare different
models before making a decision.

5. Is a Scotts reel mower a good investment? Yes, if you value a high-quality cut, a
greener lawn, and a more environmentally friendly approach to lawn care, a Scotts reel
mower is a solid investment that can last for many years with proper care.
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