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Honda Civic 87 Manual: A Deep Dive into the Legend

The 1987 Honda Civic, often affectionately referred to as the "third-generation" Civic, holds a special place in automotive history. This article explores the Honda Civic 87 manual, a vital companion for
understanding and maintaining this iconic vehicle. We'll delve into its features, explore the benefits of owning a manual transmission Civic from this era, and discuss common issues and maintenance procedures. We
will also touch on topics like 1987 Honda Civic maintenance, Honda Civic 87 parts, and Honda Civic 87 specifications.

Understanding the 1987 Honda Civic Manual Transmission

The 1987 Honda Civic manual offered a rewarding driving experience appreciated by enthusiasts to this day. Unlike modern automatics, the manual transmission demands active driver participation. This direct
connection to the car's mechanics grants a heightened sense of control and feedback, making for a more engaging and fulfilling drive. The Honda Civic 87 manual transmission utilized a relatively straightforward
design, typical of Honda's reputation for reliable engineering. The manual's layout usually includes sections detailing:

e Operation: Detailed instructions on starting, shifting gears, using the clutch, and general driving techniques.

e Maintenance: Guidance on routine tasks like checking fluids (engine oil, clutch fluid, brake fluid), adjusting the clutch cable, and troubleshooting common transmission issues.

e Troubleshooting: A problem-solving section that walks you through diagnosing potential problems, from difficult shifting to unusual noises. This section often utilizes diagrams and visual aids.
» Specifications: Technical data, such as gear ratios, torque specifications, and fluid capacities. This information is crucial for any serious maintenance or repair.

Benefits of Owning a 1987 Honda Civic with a Manual Transmission

The 1987 Honda Civic manual transmission offers several advantages over its automatic counterpart:

 Enhanced Fuel Efficiency: Manual transmissions generally achieve better gas mileage than automatics because they allow for more precise control over engine speed and gear selection.

¢ Greater Control and Engagement: The direct connection between driver and machine provides a more rewarding and involving driving experience.

e Simpler Mechanics: Manual transmissions have fewer moving parts than automatics, leading to potentially lower maintenance costs and greater reliability. This is particularly relevant for a vehicle as
established as the 1987 Civic.

 Improved Resale Value: While not always the case, some buyers specifically seek out vehicles with manual transmissions, potentially increasing the resale value of a well-maintained 1987 Civic.

¢ Lower Purchase Price: In some cases, vehicles equipped with manual transmissions can command a slightly lower initial purchase price compared to their automatic counterparts.

Maintaining Your 1987 Honda Civic: Using the Manual Effectively

The Honda Civic 87 manual is more than just a collection of instructions; it’s your guide to keeping your car in top condition. Regular maintenance, as detailed in the manual, is critical for extending the life of your
vehicle. These tasks include:

¢ Regular Fluid Changes: Following the manual's recommendations for engine oil, transmission fluid, brake fluid, and coolant changes is essential for preventing costly repairs down the line.

e Clutch Care: Proper clutch operation is crucial for extending the life of this vital component. Avoid riding the clutch (keeping your foot on the pedal while not shifting) and learn the proper engagement point to
minimize wear.

e Regular Inspections: The manual outlines inspection points for various components, including belts, hoses, and suspension parts. Regularly checking these items can help prevent minor issues from escalating
into major problems.

¢ Addressing Unusual Noises or Behavior: The manual's troubleshooting section is designed to help diagnose and address any unusual noises or performance issues experienced with the engine or
transmission.
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Sourcing a 1987 Honda Civic Manual

If you're missing your 1987 Honda Civic manual, several options exist for obtaining a replacement:

e Online Retailers: Websites like eBay and Amazon often offer original or reproduction manuals. Be sure to verify the authenticity and accuracy of the manual before purchasing.
e Honda Dealerships: Some Honda dealerships may still have access to original manuals or be able to order them for you.
¢ Online Forums and Communities: Online forums dedicated to Honda Civics are valuable resources. Members often share information, including links to manuals or advice on locating them.

Conclusion

The 1987 Honda Civic manual is an invaluable asset for any owner. Understanding its contents, performing routine maintenance, and addressing problems promptly will significantly prolong the life and enjoyment of
this classic vehicle. The manual provides not only operational instructions but also guides owners toward preventative maintenance, preventing more significant problems down the road. Owning a classic Honda
Civic, especially with a manual transmission, provides a unique driving experience and a connection to automotive history - a connection that the manual helps maintain and preserve.

FAQ
Q1: My 1987 Civic's clutch feels spongy. What should I do?

Al: A spongy clutch pedal often indicates air in the hydraulic system. Consult the manual's troubleshooting section for instructions on bleeding the clutch system. If the problem persists, professional assistance may
be required.

Q2: How often should I change the transmission fluid?

A2: The recommended transmission fluid change interval is specified in your 1987 Honda Civic manual. Typically, it's recommended every 30,000-60,000 miles, but this can vary depending on driving conditions.
Always adhere to the manufacturer's recommendations.

Q3: What type of transmission fluid should I use?

A3: The Honda Civic 87 manual specifies the exact type and grade of transmission fluid recommended for your vehicle. Using the incorrect fluid can damage the transmission.

Q4: My Civic is difficult to shift into certain gears. What could be the cause?

A4: Difficulty shifting gears could be due to several factors, including worn synchronizers, low transmission fluid, or a misadjusted clutch cable. Refer to the troubleshooting section of your manual for guidance.
Q5: Where can I find replacement parts for my 1987 Civic?

A5: You can find replacement parts for your 1987 Honda Civic through various sources, including online retailers specializing in classic car parts, auto parts stores, and even some Honda dealerships.

Q6: Is it difficult to find mechanics who are familiar with older Honda Civics?

A6: While finding mechanics experienced with older models might require some research, many independent mechanics and specialized shops specialize in classic car repair and are well-versed in servicing vehicles
like the 1987 Honda Civic.

Q7: What are the common problems associated with the 1987 Honda Civic manual transmission?
A7: Common issues include clutch wear, synchronizer problems causing difficult shifting, and potential leaks in the transmission seals. Regular maintenance as outlined in the manual can mitigate these risks.

Q8: Can I convert my 1987 Civic from manual to automatic transmission?
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A8: Converting a manual transmission to an automatic is a complex and costly process, usually not recommended. It requires significant modifications and may not be feasible or worthwhile considering the age and
availability of parts for the 1987 Civic. Sticking with the original manual transmission is usually the most practical approach.

The Honda Civic '87 Manual: A Deep Dive into Iconic Driving

The Honda Civic of 1987, particularly the stick-shift transmission variant, holds a significant place in automotive history. More than just a dependable car, it represents an era of budget-friendly performance and a
driving experience that's challenging to replicate in today's contemporary automotive world. This article delves into the subtleties of the 1987 Honda Civic manual, exploring its features, potential, maintenance, and
enduring appeal.

The '87 Civic, often referred to as the third-generation model, marked a substantial evolution in Honda's design philosophy. It boasted improved aerodynamics, contributing to superior fuel efficiency. The streamlined
lines and compact measurements rendered it a popular choice for city driving, while its agile handling gave a surprising level of pleasure on winding routes. The presence of a manual transmission further enhanced
this driving feel.

The manual transmission itself, a critical component of the '87 Civic's identity, was a pleasure to operate. The short throws of the lever provided a direct connection to the powerplant, making selecting gears a
satisfying act. This tactile feedback is something often missed in today's automated transmissions. The reasonably easy clutch pedal allowed even inexperienced drivers to quickly master the art of stick shifting.

Maintaining a 1987 Honda Civic manual requires a elementary grasp of car mechanics. Regular maintenance such as oil changes, filter replacements, and examinations of important elements are vital for keeping the
car in optimal shape. The user's manual provides thorough directions on these procedures. Beyond regular maintenance, owners should pay particular attention to the clutch assembly, gear system, and retardation
assembly. Early detection and resolution of any concerns can prevent more significant breakdown down the line.

The '87 Civic manual's impact extends beyond its technical characteristics. It represents a less-complicated time in automotive design, a time when focus was placed on robustness, gas mileage, and a unadulterated
driving feel. Its lasting appeal among enthusiasts is a testament to its superiority and its capacity to provide unforgettable driving moments. For many, it's more than just a car; it's a embodiment of a former era and
a enduring connection to a simpler, more mechanical world.

In conclusion, the 1987 Honda Civic manual is more than just a vehicle; it's a fragment of automotive lore that continues to enthrall drivers. Its combination of dependable potential, affordable operation, and a
unadulterated driving sensation confirms its place as a legendary vehicle.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Are parts for a 1987 Honda Civic manual still obtainable?

A: Yes, many parts are still readily accessible, though some specialized components may require more seeking. Online sellers and specialist shops often hold a wide variety of parts.

2. Q: How hard is it to repair a 1987 Honda Civic manual yourself?

A: The '87 Civic is considered reasonably simple to work on, particularly for those with some elementary mechanical understanding. Numerous online guides and repair manuals can assist with repairs.
3. Q: What is the usual fuel mileage of a 1987 Honda Civic manual?

A: Fuel consumption varies according on driving style and circumstances, but it's generally deemed to be quite high for its era.

4. Q: Are 1987 Honda Civic manuals desirable cars?

A: While not as extremely desired as some other classic cars, well-preserved and stock 1987 Honda Civic manuals are becoming increasingly collectible among collectors. Their mixture of robustness, affordability,
and emotional appeal contributes to their growing price.
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