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The New Jerome Biblical Commentary
(NJBC), significantly shaped by the
monumental contributions of Raymond E.
Brown, stands as a cornerstone of modern

biblical scholarship. This comprehensive
work, a testament to decades of meticulous



The New Jerome Biblical Commentary Raymond E Brown

research and insightful interpretation,
remains an invaluable resource for students,
scholars, and anyone seeking a deeper
understanding of the Bible. This article
delves into the NJBC, exploring its key
features, its lasting impact on biblical
studies, and its continued relevance in
contemporary theological discussions. We
will explore topics such as Brown's
methodology, the commentary's unique
strengths, and its ongoing influence on
biblical interpretation.

Introduction: A
Monumental Achievement
in Biblical Scholarship

Raymond E. Brown, a renowned biblical
scholar, significantly contributed to the New
Jerome Biblical Commentary. Published in
1990, the NJBC represents a collaborative
effort involving numerous experts, but
Brown's influence permeates its pages,
shaping its overall approach and
interpretation. His contributions reflect his
commitment to historical-critical
methodology, coupled with a deep respect
for the faith tradition. The commentary
stands apart for its accessibility, presenting
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complex biblical issues with clarity and
engaging prose, catering to both seasoned
scholars and those new to biblical studies.
This comprehensive volume addresses the
entire Bible, offering detailed commentary
on each book.

The Methodology of the
New Jerome Biblical
Commentary: A Blend of
Tradition and Critical
Analysis

The N)BC utilizes a primarily historical-
critical methodology. This approach, central
to Raymond E. Brown's scholarship,
examines the Bible within its historical and
literary contexts. It analyzes the text's
development, considering its authorship,
intended audience, and the cultural and
social settings of its composition. This
rigorous methodology is not solely focused
on historical details; rather, it aims to
understand the text's original meaning and
its subsequent interpretations. The NJBC
doesn't shy away from exploring complex
issues, like textual variations and differing
interpretations amongst biblical scholars. For
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example, the commentary’s treatment of
the Synoptic Gospels employs source
criticism, expertly weaving together
discussions of the Q source, Markan priority,
and the unique contributions of Matthew and
Luke. This insightful application of
historical-critical methods is a defining
feature of the NJBC and a cornerstone of
Brown's legacy.

Key Strengths and Unique
Features of the NJBC

The NJBC's strength lies in its
comprehensive coverage and balanced
approach. It provides in-depth commentary
on every book of the Bible, offering a broad
overview of various perspectives, making it
a robust resource for biblical study. One of
its unique features is the inclusion of
extensive cross-referencing, allowing
readers to easily connect related passages
and themes. The commentary incorporates
the latest scholarship at the time of its
publication while remaining remarkably
accessible to a wide readership.
Furthermore, the NJBC doesn't merely
present facts; it explores the theological
implications of the text, encouraging critical
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engagement and reflection. This nuanced
approach to interpreting Scripture makes it
an exceptional resource, effectively bridging
the gap between academic rigor and
pastoral relevance. Its inclusion of numerous
maps, charts, and timelines is also a
significant asset, enhancing the reader's
understanding of the biblical world. This use
of visual aids is a testament to its user-
friendly design, enhancing comprehension
significantly.

The Enduring Impact and
Ongoing Relevance of
Raymond E. Brown's Work

The influence of Raymond E. Brown and the
NJBC extends far beyond its initial
publication. It has shaped generations of
biblical scholars and continues to inform
theological discussions today. Brown’s
contributions are particularly valuable in
their ability to engage both traditional and
critical approaches to the Bible, promoting a
dialogue that encourages deeper
understanding. The commentary’s clear,
concise writing style, along with its rich
scholarship, has made it a staple in
seminaries, universities, and parish libraries

The New Jerome Biblical Commentary Raymond E Brown



The New Jerome Biblical Commentary Raymond E Brown

worldwide. The NJBC’s influence on biblical
interpretation is undeniable, setting a high
standard for scholarly accuracy and
accessibility. It remains a significant
resource for serious students of the Bible,
prompting ongoing engagement with
scripture and facilitating critical reflection.

Conclusion: A Legacy of
Scholarship and Faith

The New Jerome Biblical Commentary, with
Raymond E. Brown'’s significant
contributions, stands as a landmark
achievement in biblical scholarship. Its
comprehensive scope, rigorous
methodology, and accessibility have ensured
its enduring relevance. The NJBC’s blend of
historical-critical analysis and theological
reflection continues to inspire critical
engagement with the Bible, making it an
invaluable resource for students, scholars,
and anyone seeking a deeper understanding
of the sacred text. Brown's legacy is one of
meticulous scholarship combined with a
deep faith, a powerful combination reflected
in the lasting impact of this monumental
work.
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Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQ)

Q1: Is the N)BC suitable for beginners
in biblical studies?

Al: While the NJBC is a scholarly work, its
clear writing style and helpful introductions
to each book make it surprisingly accessible
even to beginners. However, it might be
beneficial for those starting out to
supplement it with introductory biblical
studies texts. The commentary's breadth of
coverage may overwhelm some new
readers, so a more focused approach might
be beneficial initially.

Q2: How does the NJBC compare to
other biblical commentaries?

A2: The NJBC distinguishes itself through its
comprehensive scope, covering the entire
Bible. Other commentaries may focus on
specific books or genres. The NJBC also
excels in its balanced approach, presenting
various perspectives and interpretations
without favoring a single viewpoint. While
other commentaries might be more
specialized or focus on a particular
theological perspective, the NJBC's breadth
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and balanced approach make it unique.

Q3: What is the historical-critical
method, and how is it used in the NJBC?

A3: The historical-critical method is a
scholarly approach to the study of the Bible
that considers the text's historical context,
literary features, and development over
time. In the NJBC, this method is utilized to
analyze the text's authorship, audience, and
the cultural circumstances of its creation. It
helps to understand the meaning of the text
within its original context, rather than
imposing modern interpretations.

Q4: Is the NJBC only relevant for
academic use, or is it useful for
personal Bible study?

A4: The NJBC is valuable for both academic
and personal Bible study. While its academic
rigor is evident, its clear writing style and
insightful interpretations make it beneficial
for individuals seeking a deeper
understanding of the Bible. While it's a
substantial work, focusing on specific
passages or books can make it manageable
for personal study.

Q5: Are there any criticisms or
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limitations of the N)BC?

A5: Some critics point to the commentary's
age, as some scholarly interpretations have
evolved since its publication. It's crucial to
consider this when using the NJBC and
supplement it with more recent scholarship
when necessary. The sheer volume of
information can also be overwhelming for
some readers.

Q6: Where can | purchase the New
Jerome Biblical Commentary?

A6: The NJBC is available for purchase
through various online retailers such as
Amazon, and also through Christian
bookstores both online and brick-and-mortar
locations. It is also available in some library
systems.

Q7: What is Raymond E. Brown's
broader contribution to biblical
scholarship beyond the NJBC?

A7: Raymond E. Brown's contributions
extend far beyond the NJBC. He authored
numerous influential books on the Gospels,
the Dead Sea Scrolls, and various aspects of
biblical theology. His work is characterized
by meticulous scholarship, clear writing, and
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a commitment to engaging both traditional
and critical approaches to biblical
interpretation.

Q8: Are there any updated or revised
editions of the NJBC?

A8: While there isn't a full revision of the
NJBC, scholars regularly update their
understanding of the Bible. Supplementing
the NJBC with more recent scholarly work on
particular passages or books is highly
recommended for the most up-to-date
understanding.

Delving into Raymond E.
Brown's Monumental
Contribution: The New
Jerome Biblical
Commentary

The arrival of the *New Jerome Biblical
Commentary* (NJBC), heavily influenced by
the substantial scholarship of Raymond E.
Brown, marked a key moment in Biblical
studies. This extensive work, a joint effort of
numerous renowned scholars, stands as a
proof to Brown's lasting impact and
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continues to be an indispensable tool for
students, clergy, and academics alike. This
article will examine the NJBC's importance,
underscoring Brown's part and its persistent
importance in modern biblical
understanding.

Brown's scholarly influence into the NJBC is
immense. He wasn't merely an contributor;
his perspective permeates the entire work.
His commitment to historical-critical
methodology, coupled with a deeply
sensitive appreciation for the historical
background of the biblical texts, is apparent
throughout. Unlike some commentaries that
emphasize a single perspective, the NJBC,
under Brown's guidance, seeks for a
integrated presentation of different
readings, encouraging careful engagement
with the text.

The format of the NJBC is impressively
structured. It presents thorough
introductions to each book of the Bible,
followed commentaries on individual
chapters. These interpretations are not
merely paraphrases but thorough
investigations that account for linguistic
aspects, cultural settings, and theological
implications. The use of endnotes and cross-
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references is thorough, facilitating more
investigation and comparison.

One of the NJBC's benefits lies in its
readability. While handling complex issues,
the language remains relatively clear,
allowing it appropriate for a wide spectrum
of users, from students to seasoned
scholars. This readability, combined with the
breadth of research, makes the NJBC a
unique resource.

Brown's impact on the NJBC extends beyond
simply its content. His commitment to
interfaith dialogue is evident in the book's
perspective to interpreting the Bible. The
NJBC avoids dogmatic assertions, instead
presenting various interpretations and
encouraging careful reflection. This
perspective has been instrumental in
encouraging a more comprehension of the
Bible within and among different Christian
beliefs.

The NJBC remains a essential aid for anyone
desiring a thorough and academic
explanation of the Bible. Its clarity,
combined with the breadth of its knowledge,
makes it an invaluable asset for learning and
reflection. The permanent influence of
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Raymond E. Brown is clearly seen in this
significant accomplishment, which continues
to guide how we understand the Bible today.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
Q1: Is the N)BC suitable for lay readers?

Al: Yes, while academic in nature, the NJBC
strives for accessibility. Lay readers can
benefit from its introductions and picked
interpretations, focusing on passages of
individual relevance.

Q2: How does the NJBC compare to
other biblical commentaries?

A2: The NJBC differentiates itself through its
comprehensive breadth, its commitment to
contextual methodology, and its inclusive
point of view. It provides a unique blend of
research and accessibility.

Q3: What are the key themes
addressed in the NJBC?

A3: The NJBC addresses a vast variety of
themes, from cultural contexts to linguistic
examination, doctrinal ramifications, and the
significance of the Bible for contemporary
individuals.
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Q4: Where can | find the New Jerome
Biblical Commentary?

A4: The NJBC is accessible at most major
theological retailers, online retailers, and
many archives.
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