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21 Off: A Deep Dive into the 2017
Footprint South American Handbook
Planning a South American adventure? Then you’ve likely encountered the legendary Footprint
South America Handbook, a tome often described as the backpacker's bible. But what about the
"21 Off" edition? This seemingly minor detail actually signifies a significant difference,
representing a specific printing or revision of this indispensable travel guide. This article delves
into the 2017 Footprint South American Handbook, specifically focusing on what sets the "21
Off" version apart and its enduring value for intrepid travelers. We'll explore its features,
practical usage, and answer frequently asked questions to help you determine if this particular
edition is right for your journey.

Understanding the "21 Off" Designation in Footprint
Handbooks
The "21 Off" designation, found on the 2017 Footprint South American Handbook, refers to a
specific printing or revision number. Footprint publishes updated editions annually, often
incorporating corrections, updated information on transportation, accommodations, and local
conditions. The "21 Off" likely reflects a later print run within the 2017 edition's lifecycle,
potentially incorporating minor revisions or corrections to the original print. While the core
content remains the same, subtle differences might exist between the initial printing and
subsequent ones like "21 Off." This highlights the importance of checking the printing details if
you're sourcing a used copy. This information, while seemingly small, ensures you receive the
most up-to-date version available within that particular year.

Key Features of the 2017 Footprint South American
Handbook (and relevance of "21 Off")
The 2017 Footprint South American Handbook, regardless of the specific printing, is packed with
essential information for navigating the continent. Key features include:

Comprehensive Country Coverage: The handbook provides detailed information on
every South American country, covering everything from major cities to smaller towns and
off-the-beaten-path destinations. This makes it ideal for both planned itineraries and
spontaneous adventures.
Detailed Maps: High-quality maps are crucial for any travel guide, and the Footprint
handbook excels in this area. Clear, easy-to-read maps help travelers navigate unfamiliar
territories effectively. The "21 Off" version would incorporate the same maps, although
potential minor corrections might be present compared to earlier prints.
Practical Accommodation and Transportation Information: Finding affordable and
reliable transport and accommodation is paramount, especially for budget travelers. The
handbook offers a wealth of information on buses, trains, domestic flights, hostels, and
hotels, ensuring you can plan your journey efficiently. This section would, of course, be
subject to minor updates, highlighting the value of a later print such as "21 Off".
Cultural Insights and Practical Tips: Beyond logistical details, the handbook delves
into local culture, customs, and etiquette. This adds a crucial layer to the travel
experience, helping travelers to engage more respectfully and meaningfully with the
places they visit.
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Up-to-date Information (at the time of publication): While a 2017 edition will
naturally be outdated in terms of pricing and some specifics, the core information
regarding geography, culture, and general travel advice within the "21 Off" or any other
2017 printing would remain significantly relevant.

Utilizing the 2017 Footprint South American Handbook
Effectively
The Footprint South American Handbook is not meant to be read cover-to-cover. Instead,
consider it a dynamic research tool. Use it to:

Plan your itinerary: Identify key destinations and plan your route, considering travel
times and transportation options.
Research accommodations: Compare prices and locations to find suitable options that
align with your budget and travel style.
Understand local customs: Prepare yourself for cultural nuances to ensure a smooth
and respectful interaction with locals.
Discover hidden gems: Explore less-visited destinations and unearth unique
experiences beyond the typical tourist trail.
Cope with unexpected events: The handbook provides useful advice on dealing with
common travel issues, such as lost luggage or health emergencies.

Pros and Cons of Using a 2017 Edition (Like "21 Off")
Pros:

Cost-effective: Older editions are generally much cheaper than the latest versions.
Essential information remains relevant: Geographic information, cultural insights,
and basic travel advice will likely remain accurate even years later.

Cons:

Outdated prices: Accommodation, transportation, and activity costs will be outdated.
Changes in infrastructure: New transportation links or changes to tourist sites may not
be included.
Limited digital resources: The book lacks the interactive features of some newer
electronic guides.

Conclusion: Is the 2017 Footprint South American
Handbook ("21 Off") Still Useful?
While a newer edition would undeniably provide more up-to-date information, the 2017
Footprint South American Handbook, particularly a "21 Off" version, can still be a valuable
resource for planning your South American adventure. Its comprehensive coverage, detailed
maps, and cultural insights provide a solid foundation for your trip. However, be sure to
supplement it with online research for the most recent prices and practical information,
especially for transportation and accommodation. Remember to adjust your expectations
accordingly, acknowledging the passage of time since its publication.

Frequently Asked Questions
Q1: Can I still use the 2017 Footprint South American Handbook for planning a trip in
2024?

A1: Yes, but with caveats. The core geographical and cultural information will still be accurate.
However, prices, specific contact details, and details about transportation routes and
infrastructure may be outdated. Supplement your planning with current online resources to
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ensure you have the most up-to-date information.

Q2: What is the difference between the first print run of the 2017 edition and a "21
Off" edition?

A2: The "21 Off" designation simply means it's a later printing within the 2017 edition. This often
indicates minor corrections or updates compared to earlier print runs, making it potentially
slightly more accurate than earlier prints. The key difference is not significant but demonstrates
a potential for minor refinements.

Q3: Are there any digital versions of the 2017 Footprint South American Handbook?

A3: Footprint's approach to their digital publications may vary over time. You would need to
check Footprint's official website to see if they offer a digital version of that specific 2017 edition
or later digital iterations. It's unlikely the 2017 "21 Off" version would be available digitally.

Q4: How does the Footprint South American Handbook compare to other South
America travel guides?

A4: The Footprint series are known for their comprehensive, detailed, and independent
approach. They are often favored by budget-conscious travelers and those who prefer more
detailed information than shorter, more concise guides might offer. Other guidebooks may focus
on specific travel styles (luxury, adventure, etc.), so the best choice depends on your individual
preferences.

Q5: Is the 2017 Handbook better suited for backpacking or luxury travel?

A5: While the Handbook caters to all budgets, its detailed coverage of budget accommodation
and transportation options makes it particularly suitable for backpackers. However, its
comprehensive information is valuable to all travellers, even those planning luxury trips.

Q6: Where can I buy a used copy of the 2017 Footprint South American Handbook
("21 Off") edition?

A6: Used copies of travel guides are commonly found on online marketplaces like eBay,
Amazon, and specialized used book websites. Be sure to check the condition and edition number
to ensure it matches your requirements.

Q7: What are some recommended complementary resources to use alongside this
handbook?

A7: Online forums (like TripAdvisor), local tourism websites, and up-to-date blogs dedicated to
South American travel can offer contemporary pricing, transportation updates, and user
reviews, thereby complementing the older handbook information.

Q8: Should I buy a newer edition instead?

A8: If budget allows, a newer edition will naturally provide more current information. However, a
used copy of the 2017 edition can still be a valuable tool, particularly when supplemented with
online research for up-to-date information on prices and specific details. Weigh the cost and
your need for the absolute latest information when making your decision.

Unveiling the Hidden Gems: A Deep Dive into the 2017
Footprint South America Handbook
The allure of South America, a continent brimming with varied cultures, breathtaking
landscapes, and exciting adventures, is undeniable. For the prospective traveler, navigating this
vast and captivating territory can feel daunting. That's where a dependable guidebook becomes
essential, and the 2017 Footprint South America Handbook, specifically its "21 Off the Beaten
Track" section, offers an unrivaled resource for those seeking real experiences beyond the
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typical tourist route.

This exploration delves into the abundance of information presented within this specific section
of the handbook, highlighting its useful applications and distinctive contributions to the
traveler's journey. We'll examine how it enables adventurers to discover the hidden recesses of
South America, fostering a deeper appreciation of its vibrant cultures and stunning
environments.

The 2017 Footprint South America Handbook isn't just another guide; it's a comprehensive
collection of practical information, historical insights, and graphic descriptions that convert the
travel journey from a simple sightseeing trip into a deeply enriching private exploration. The "21
Off the Beaten Track" section, in particular, focuses on locations less frequently visited by
tourists, offering a refreshing alternative to the often-crowded and commercialized hotspots.

Each of the 21 featured destinations is treated with meticulous attention to detail. The
handbook doesn't merely enumerate locations; it draws a vibrant picture of each place,
integrating details about its history, culture, landscape, and local traditions. This absorbing
approach allows readers to engage with the destinations on a deeper level, building excitement
for their upcoming travels.

For example, instead of simply mentioning a specific town in the Andes, the handbook might
depict the unique local weaving techniques, the flavorful regional cuisine, or the captivating
legends associated with the surrounding mountains. This level of detail is what differentiates the
Footprint guides apart, turning them into companion for intrepid travelers seeking lasting
experiences.

Furthermore, the handbook provides useful advice on planning, including transportation options,
accommodation suggestions, and recommended itineraries. It tackles potential challenges that
travelers might face in these less-visited locations, ensuring that readers are prepared for any
eventuality.

The 2017 Footprint South America Handbook’s "21 Off the Beaten Track" section is not merely a
directory of places; it's a gateway to authentic South American journeys. It enables travelers to
establish a deeper connection with the continent by going beyond the conventional tourist
routes. By focusing on the singular attributes of each location, the handbook encourages
exploration and fosters a thoughtful approach to travel. It's an indispensable tool for any
traveler planning an adventure in South America, ensuring an remarkable journey filled with
investigation and amazement.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Is the 2017 edition still relevant?

A1: While newer editions exist, the core geographical and cultural information in the 2017
edition remains largely relevant. However, for the most up-to-date pricing and logistical details
(e.g., transportation costs), it's advisable to supplement with online resources.

Q2: Is the book only for experienced travelers?

A2: No, the handbook caters to a wide range of travelers, from seasoned adventurers to those
embarking on their first international trip. Its clear and concise writing style makes it accessible
to all.

Q3: Does the handbook cover safety concerns?

A3: Yes, the handbook addresses safety concerns in its descriptions of each location, offering
practical tips and advice on how to mitigate risks while traveling off the beaten path.

Q4: How does this handbook differ from other South America guides?

A4: The Footprint handbook distinguishes itself through its depth of detail, focus on cultural
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immersion, and dedication to showcasing lesser-known destinations, providing a more authentic
travel experience compared to more generic guides.
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