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MCSA 70-687 Cert Guide:
Configuring Microsoft
Windows 8.1 - A Deep Dive

The MCSA 70-687 exam, focusing on Configuring Windows 8.1, was
a significant milestone for aspiring IT professionals. While Windows
8.1 has since been superseded, understanding its configuration
remains valuable for comprehending the evolution of Windows
operating systems and solidifying fundamental IT skills. This
comprehensive guide delves into the key aspects covered in the
70-687 certification, exploring topics like Windows 8.1
deployment, group policy management, and user account
control, providing insights relevant even in today's IT landscape.

Understanding the MCSA 70-687
Certification and its Relevance

The MCSA (Microsoft Certified Solutions Associate) 70-687 exam,
part of the broader MCSA Windows Server 2012 certification track,
tested candidates' ability to effectively configure and manage
Windows 8.1 client operating systems. Although newer Windows
versions exist, the skills acquired through mastering the 70-687
material remain highly transferable. Many core concepts, such as
user profile management and understanding the intricacies of the
registry, remain consistent across Windows iterations. Therefore,
studying for and passing this exam provided a strong foundation in
fundamental Windows administration. Key areas within the 70-687
curriculum included installing and configuring Windows 8.1,
managing user accounts and groups, deploying applications, and
troubleshooting common issues. This knowledge directly translates
to skills needed for managing Windows 10 and even Windows 11
systems.

Key Aspects of Configuring Windows
8.1: A Practical Approach
The MCSA 70-687 exam demanded a practical, hands-on

understanding of Windows 8.1 configuration. Let's examine some
core areas:

### 1. Windows 8.1 Deployment Strategies: Image Management
and Deployment

Effective Windows 8.1 deployment was a critical component of
the 70-687 exam. Candidates needed to understand various



deployment methods, including using Windows Deployment
Services (WDS) for network-based deployments and using System
Center Configuration Manager (SCCM) for more robust and
centralized management. Understanding image creation,
customization, and deployment was crucial. Mastering these
techniques provided skills transferable to modern deployment tools
and strategies, including the use of MDT (Microsoft Deployment
Toolkit) and Intune.

### 2. Group Policy Management: Controlling the Environment

Group Policy Management provided a powerful mechanism for
controlling user and computer settings within a Windows 8.1
environment. Candidates were tested on their ability to create and
manage Group Policy Objects (GPOs), applying them to specific
Organizational Units (OUs) to enforce security policies, software
settings, and user configurations. This knowledge is invaluable in
modern IT environments for managing large numbers of devices
and users efficiently and consistently. Understanding how to
leverage GPOs for security hardening and software deployment
remains a cornerstone of Windows administration.

### 3. User Account Control (UAC) and Security: Balancing Access
and Protection

User Account Control (UAC) in Windows 8.1 was a key security
feature. Understanding how UAC works and how to configure its
settings was essential for the 70-687 exam. The ability to manage
user accounts, assign permissions, and understand the implications
of different user rights was paramount. This section covered crucial
security concepts, helping candidates understand and implement
robust security measures in a Windows environment. Modern
security practices still heavily rely on understanding user
permissions and access control.

##+# 4. Troubleshooting and Problem Solving: Practical Application
of Knowledge

The MCSA 70-687 exam also tested troubleshooting skills.
Candidates were expected to diagnose and resolve common
Windows 8.1 issues, leveraging tools like Event Viewer,
Performance Monitor, and the command prompt. Developing
effective troubleshooting methodologies and learning to interpret
system logs were crucial for success. These problem-solving skills
are essential for any IT professional.

Benefits of Mastering Windows 8.1
Configuration: Beyond the Certification

While the MCSA 70-687 certification is no longer offered, the skills
gained remain highly relevant. A strong understanding of Windows
8.1 configuration provides a solid foundation for:

¢ Understanding Windows Operating System
Fundamentals: The concepts learned are applicable across
multiple Windows versions.

* Troubleshooting Skills: The troubleshooting methods
learned are timeless and applicable to any operating system.

* Foundation for Advanced Certifications: This knowledge
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builds a strong base for pursuing more advanced Microsoft
certifications.

e Improved Job Prospects: A solid understanding of Windows
administration is always in demand.

Conclusion: A Valuable Foundation for
IT Professionals

Although the MCSA 70-687 certification is no longer active, the
knowledge and skills it encompassed remain highly valuable for IT
professionals. Mastering the concepts covered in the exam provides
a solid foundation in Windows administration and strengthens
troubleshooting abilities. The principles of deployment, group policy
management, user account control, and problem-solving are
timeless and continue to be relevant in today's dynamic IT
landscape. Even without the active certification, the practical
experience gained is an asset to any IT professional’s career.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: Is the MCSA 70-687 still relevant in 20247

Al: While the certification itself is retired, the core knowledge
remains incredibly relevant. The fundamental concepts of Windows
administration, like user account management, group policy, and
troubleshooting, are consistent across Windows versions.
Understanding these fundamentals builds a strong foundation for
working with modern Windows systems.

Q2: What are the best resources for learning Windows 8.1
configuration?

A2: While official Microsoft documentation for Windows 8.1 might
be less readily accessible, numerous third-party resources,
including online courses and tutorials, can help. Searching for
"Windows 8.1 administration tutorial" or "Windows 8.1 group policy
will yield relevant results. Remember to critically evaluate the
sources you find.

Q3: How does the knowledge gained from 70-687 translate
to Windows 10/11 administration?

A3: Many core concepts are directly transferable. Understanding
user accounts, group policy, and troubleshooting methods
translates seamlessly. While specific tools and interfaces might
differ, the underlying principles remain the same.

Q4: Can | still use Windows 8.1 in a professional setting?

A4: While not recommended for new deployments due to security
vulnerabilities and lack of support, you might encounter Windows
8.1 systems in legacy environments. The skills you've gained will be
useful in managing and maintaining these systems.

Q5: What other Microsoft certifications build upon the skills
learned in 70-687?

A5: The skills learned in 70-687 form a solid foundation for
certifications focusing on Windows Server, such as the MCSA:
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Windows Server 2016 or newer versions. These certifications build
on the client-side knowledge to include server administration and
networking concepts.

Q6: Are there any free resources available for practicing
Windows 8.1 configuration?

A6: While finding fully functional, free virtual labs for Windows 8.1
might be challenging, many online tutorials and video courses offer
demonstrations and walk-throughs of key configuration tasks. You
can also explore the possibility of setting up a virtual machine with
Windows 8.1 using freely available virtualization software such as
VirtualBox. However, ensure you have a legal license for the
operating system.

Q7: How important is hands-on experience for mastering
Windows 8.1 configuration?

A7: Hands-on experience is absolutely crucial. Simply reading about
configuration won't provide the same level of understanding as
actively configuring a system and troubleshooting issues. Setting up
a virtual environment is an excellent way to gain practical
experience without risking a production system.

Q8: What are the potential career paths for someone with
70-687-related skills?

A8: Despite the exam's retirement, possessing these skills opens
doors to various IT roles, including system administrator, help desk
technician, desktop support specialist, and IT generalist. The core
administrative knowledge remains highly valuable and transferable
across different operating systems and environments.

Mastering the MCSA 70-687 Cert Guide:
Configuring Microsoft Windows 8.1

The endeavor for IT mastery often leads professionals down the
path of certification. Microsoft's MCSA (Microsoft Certified Solutions
Associate) 70-687 exam, focusing on configuring Windows 8.1,
remains a significant milestone for many. This guide aims to clarify
the key concepts and real-world skills needed to pass this
demanding examination, transforming emerging IT specialists into
qualified Windows 8.1 administrators.

This article will delve into the core areas covered by the MCSA
70-687 exam, providing insights into the nuances of Windows 8.1
setup. We will analyze key topics such as user and group
management, network configurations, storage provisioning, and
troubleshooting approaches. We will also highlight the importance
of practical application and hands-on experience in achieving exam
success.

User and Group Management: The Foundation of Security

A robust Windows 8.1 system begins with efficient user and group
management. The exam completely tests your grasp of creating,
managing, and deleting user accounts, assigning permissions, and
applying group policies. Understanding the structure of Active
Directory and its purpose in centralizing user management is
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crucial. Practical exercises involving establishing nested groups and
applying granular permissions are essential for exam preparation.
Consider scenarios where you need to restrict access to specific
folders or applications based on user roles.

Networking: Connecting the Dots

Successfully configuring network connections is another key aspect
of the MCSA 70-687 exam. This involves knowing different network
types, including wired and wireless, and configuring TCP/IP settings.
You should be comfortable working with fixed and DHCP allocations
for IP addresses, subnet masks, and gateways. Furthermore, you
should demonstrate your ability to diagnose common network
connectivity issues, such as DNS resolution failures or connectivity
issues to domain controllers. Think about how you would
troubleshoot a situation where a user cannot access a network
share.

Storage Management: Organizing Your Data

Efficient storage management is essential for maintaining a healthy
and efficient Windows 8.1 environment. The exam examines
various storage approaches, including disk partitioning, formatting,
and managing volumes. Grasping the differences between different
file systems, such as NTFS and FAT32, and their individual benefits
is important. Practical skills in creating and managing partitions,
assigning drive letters, and implementing RAID configurations are
extremely beneficial. Envision a scenario where you need to expand
the storage space of a system without data loss. How would you
achieve this?

Troubleshooting and Problem Solving: The Art of Diagnosis

Troubleshooting skills are crucial for any IT specialist. The MCSA
70-687 exam tests your ability to diagnose and repair common
Windows 8.1 issues. This involves utilizing various applications and
methods to pinpoint the root cause of a difficulty and implement
appropriate solutions. Understanding the Windows Event Viewer
and its role in logging system occurrences is particularly significant.
Think about how you would troubleshoot a system boot failure or a
network connectivity problem.

Implementing Strategies for Success

Training for the MCSA 70-687 exam requires a organized approach.
Employing a combination of study materials, like the official
Microsoft certification guide, online lessons, and hands-on lab
exercises is very recommended. Regular practice and steady study
are key to retention and mastering the topic.

Conclusion

The MCSA 70-687 certification proves your ability to effectively
configure and manage Microsoft Windows 8.1. By knowing the
principles discussed in this article, and through consistent study,
you can increase your chances of success. This certification is a
valuable advantage for any aspiring or existing IT technician,
opening doors to better opportunities and higher salary potential.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
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Q1: What are the prerequisites for taking the MCSA 70-687
exam?

Al: While there are no formal prerequisites, a solid knowledge of
fundamental computer concepts and some experience with
Windows operating systems is advised.

Q2: How much does the MCSA 70-687 exam cost?

A2: The exam price varies depending on location and registration
method. Check the official Microsoft website for the most up-to-date
cost details.

Q3: How long does it take to study for the MCSA 70-687
exam?

A3: The length of study needed varies depending on your prior
experience and learning style. Allow sufficient time for learning and
hands-on practice.

Q4: What resources are available to aid in exam
preparation?

A4: Many resources are available, including official Microsoft
materials, online courses, practice exams, and study groups.
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