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Understanding the legal
landscape of the past is crucial
for navigating the present. This
article delves into the world of
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legal research, focusing
specifically on the role of case
citators in analyzing court
decisions from the period
between 1989 and 1994. We'll
explore how these citators,
which are invaluable tools for
legal professionals, help
researchers understand the
treatment and subsequent
impact of cases decided during
this pivotal time, a period
marked by significant legal
developments and shifts in
judicial interpretation. Key
aspects we will cover include
the evolution of legal
technology during this period,
the importance of case history
in legal research, and the
specific challenges and
opportunities presented by
analyzing cases from this era.
Keywords throughout will
include: legal research, case
citators, judicial precedent,
legal history, and 1989-1994
case law.
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Understanding
Case Citators and
Their Role in Legal
Research
Case citators are indispensable
tools for legal professionals.
They are essentially indexes
that track the history of a
particular case, showing how
subsequent courts have treated
that decision. This includes
identifying whether the case
has been cited, affirmed,
reversed, overruled, or
distinguished in later rulings.
For cases from 1989-1994,
understanding this subsequent
treatment is critical, as many
decisions from this period
shaped current legal doctrine in
various areas.

Before the widespread adoption
of digital legal research
platforms, researchers relied
heavily on printed case citators
like Shepard's Citations (now
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LexisNexis Shepard's) and
KeyCite (Westlaw). These
physical volumes meticulously
documented the history of
every reported case, offering a
comprehensive picture of its
legal lineage. Examining these
citators for cases decided
between 1989 and 1994 reveals
how those decisions were
received and interpreted by
later courts, adding crucial
context to their legal
significance.

The Evolution of
Legal Technology
and its Impact on
Access to
1989-1994 Case
Law
The period between 1989 and
1994 witnessed significant
developments in legal
technology. While printed
citators remained the primary
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research tool, the early stages
of computer-assisted legal
research were emerging. This
transition profoundly impacted
how legal professionals
accessed and analyzed case law
from this era and beyond. The
shift towards digital databases
offered increased speed and
efficiency in locating and
analyzing judicial precedent.
However, accessing the full
range of cases from this period
required familiarity with both
print and digital resources.

Researchers using the print
citators had to meticulously
check each entry, which was a
time-consuming process. The
introduction of electronic
databases, however, allowed for
sophisticated searching and
filtering, significantly improving
the speed and efficiency of legal
research. This advancement
became particularly useful
when researching a large
number of cases decided during
this period, considering the
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sheer volume of case law
generated during those years.

Analyzing Case
Histories:
Significance of
1989-1994 Case
Law
Analyzing the history of cases
from 1989-1994 requires a
careful examination of how
subsequent courts have cited
and interpreted those decisions.
This involves understanding the
concept of *stare decisis*, the
principle of following
precedent. A case cited
favorably reinforces its legal
principles, while a reversal or
overruling indicates a change in
judicial interpretation.
Distinguishing a case, on the
other hand, shows how a court
found the precedent
inapplicable to the specific facts
of a new case. For example, a
case concerning freedom of
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speech decided in 1992 might
have been cited and affirmed
numerous times, solidifying its
place as a significant
precedent. Conversely, it might
have been distinguished in later
cases, highlighting the
contextual limitations of its
holding.

The careful examination of how
cases from this period were
treated in subsequent litigation
highlights their lasting impact.
This detailed analysis allows
researchers to understand how
the legal landscape has evolved,
demonstrating the dynamic
nature of legal history.

Challenges and
Opportunities in
Researching
1989-1994 Case
Law
Researching case law from
1989-1994 presents unique
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challenges. The transition from
primarily print-based to
digitally-assisted research
requires researchers to be
proficient in both methods.
Furthermore, the evolving legal
technology landscape means
that some resources may be
less readily accessible than
others. However, this period
also offers significant
opportunities. By studying the
decisions and their subsequent
treatment, we can better
understand the evolution of
legal thought and doctrine
across various areas of law.
Analyzing this period allows for
a deeper understanding of the
development and refinement of
legal principles currently in
effect.

Conclusion
Analyzing case citators for
cases decided between 1989
and 1994 offers a unique
opportunity to understand the
evolution of law and the impact
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of judicial decisions. The
transition from primarily print-
based research to digital tools
has significantly impacted the
efficiency and accessibility of
this research. However, a
thorough understanding of both
methodologies remains crucial
for comprehensive legal
analysis. The meticulous study
of case histories and their
subsequent treatment continues
to be essential for legal
professionals seeking to
understand the development of
legal research and its impact
on contemporary legal
principles.

FAQ
Q1: What are the key
differences between print
and digital case citators?

A1: Print citators, like those
used extensively before the
widespread adoption of digital
databases, were physical
volumes containing detailed
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information on case histories.
Accessing information required
manual searching and
checking. Digital citators,
however, offer sophisticated
search functions, allowing for
faster and more efficient
retrieval of case history
information. They also often
include more comprehensive
data, such as links to full-text
opinions and related
documents.

Q2: How do case citators
help in understanding
judicial precedent?

A2: Case citators track the
subsequent history of a case,
showing how other courts have
treated that decision. This
allows researchers to determine
whether a case has been
affirmed, reversed, overruled,
or distinguished in later rulings,
giving them a clear picture of
the case’s continuing relevance
and the evolution of its legal
principles. This is crucial for
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understanding the weight and
authority of a precedent.

Q3: Why is it important to
examine cases from
1989-1994 specifically?

A3: This period represents a
significant transition in various
areas of law, influenced by
technological advancements
and evolving societal norms.
Analyzing cases from this era
offers valuable insights into
how legal doctrines were
shaped and refined, providing a
historical context for
understanding current legal
principles.

Q4: What are some
challenges faced when
researching older cases like
those from 1989-1994?

A4: Challenges include the
accessibility of materials (some
older resources may only be
available in physical archives),
the need to be proficient in both
print and digital research
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methods, and the potential for
inconsistencies in record-
keeping and indexing practices
in the earlier days of electronic
databases.

Q5: How can I effectively use
case citators in my legal
research?

A5: Begin by identifying the key
case you are interested in.
Then, use the citator (either
print or digital) to find all
subsequent references to that
case. Carefully review each
citation to understand how the
court treated the precedent –
affirmed, reversed,
distinguished, etc. This detailed
analysis will provide a
comprehensive understanding
of the case's legal significance
and its impact on subsequent
legal decisions.

Q6: Are there any free
resources available for
accessing case citators or
case law from this period?
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A6: Some court websites offer
free access to case law
opinions, though access to
comprehensive citator
information typically requires
subscriptions to commercial
legal research platforms like
Westlaw or LexisNexis. Certain
free online legal research
databases may provide limited
citator information. Always
verify the source's reliability
and legitimacy before using the
information in your research.

Q7: What are the ethical
considerations in using case
citators and conducting
legal research?

A7: Always ensure that you are
using reputable sources and
accurately citing your
references. Misrepresenting
case law or its history is
unethical and unprofessional.
It's crucial to conduct thorough
and unbiased research, fully
understanding the context and
limitations of any case or
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citation you use.

Q8: How does the
understanding of cases from
1989-1994 inform current
legal practice?

A8: By examining the historical
trajectory of legal principles
through the lens of case
citators and their treatment of
cases from 1989-1994, legal
professionals gain valuable
insights into how current
doctrines have evolved. This
knowledge improves their
ability to predict legal outcomes
and develop effective strategies
for their clients. Understanding
the evolution of legal principles
allows for better application of
existing law and anticipates
potential legal challenges in the
future.

Navigating the
Legal Landscape: A
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Deep Dive into
Current Law Case
Citators from
1989-1994
The timeframe between 1989
and 1994 experienced
significant shifts in the legal
realm, particularly concerning
the advancement and
application of case citators.
Understanding these citators
and their part in legal research
during this important period is
critical for anyone seeking to
grasp the growth of legal
scholarship and practice. This
investigation will examine into
the key case citators available
during this time, analyzing their
attributes and impact on legal
research approaches.

The main case citators
employed by legal professionals
from 1989 to 1994 comprised
various important players.
Shepard's Citations, a



Current Law Case Citators Cases In
1989 94

16

venerable reference in legal
research, stayed a preeminent
force. Its approach of tracking
case history, highlighting
subsequent references, and
signaling overruling or
separating opinions gave
researchers with a complete
account of a case's judicial
position. This feature was
significantly important before
the common acceptance of
computerized legal research.

Westlaw, though developing in
acceptance during this era, was
already providing a useful
option to conventional guide
methods. Its database of case
law, combined with its citator
capacity, allowed court
professionals to perform more
effective and comprehensive
research. The integration of
looking up and referencing
within the same system
represented a major
progression in legal research
methods.
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LexisNexis, another major
player, similarly supplied a
strong case citator in its
extensive legal research
repository. While similar in
various respects to Westlaw's
provision, LexisNexis separated
itself through its distinct
characteristics and design,
catering to the needs of
different legal practitioners.

The era from 1989 to 1994 was
a transitional stage in the
development of legal research.
The move from primarily
handbook research techniques
to increasingly advanced
computerized systems impacted
not only the pace and
effectiveness of research but
similarly the depth and breadth
of data available to legal
professionals. This transition
demanded legal professionals to
adapt their research
approaches and develop new
abilities.

The impact of these case



Current Law Case Citators Cases In
1989 94

18

citators extended beyond
simply bettering the efficiency
of legal research. They enabled
a more complete understanding
of case law, assisting legal
professionals to recognize
relevant precedents and predict
potential difficulties. The
presence of comprehensive
citator data similarly enhanced
the level of legal guidance and
representation.

In closing, the years between
1989 and 1994 represent a
pivotal moment in the evolution
of legal research. The
appearance and increasing
acceptance of computerized
case citators, such as those
offered by Westlaw and
LexisNexis, alongside the
continued importance of
Shepard's Citations, changed
how legal professionals
approached research, leading
to more efficient and thorough
legal analysis.

Frequently Asked Questions
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(FAQ):

1. Q: What was the primary
difference between using
manual citators and
computerized ones?

A: Manual citators, like the
printed versions of Shepard's,
required extensive manual
searching and cross-
referencing. Computerized
citators, like those offered by
Westlaw and LexisNexis,
allowed for faster, more
targeted searches and provided
immediate updates on case
history.

2. Q: Were there any
significant limitations to the
computerized citators of the
early 1990s?

A: Early computerized citators
had limitations in terms of
database size and the
sophistication of search
functionalities compared to
today's systems. Access was
also often more expensive and
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required specialized training.

3. Q: How did the rise of
computerized citators affect
legal education?

A: The rise of computerized
citators necessitated changes in
legal education. Law schools
began incorporating
computerized legal research
training into their curricula to
prepare students for the
evolving legal landscape.

4. Q: Besides Shepard's,
Westlaw, and LexisNexis,
were there other significant
citators used during this
time?

A: While Shepard's, Westlaw,
and LexisNexis were dominant,
other specialized citators and
regional databases existed,
often catering to specific
jurisdictions or areas of law.
Their influence was, however,
smaller compared to the major
players.
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