The Second Century Us Latin American Relations
Since 1889 Latin American Silhouettes

A Century of Shadows and Sunlight: US-Latin
American Relations Since 1889

The year 1889 marks a pivotal point in the ongoing narrative of US-Latin American relations.
This article delves into the complex and often turbulent history of this relationship over
the past century and a quarter, exploring the shifting dynamics of power, influence, and
intervention. We will examine key periods, focusing on themes of interventionism, economic
dependence, Cold War politics, and the evolving concept of Pan-Americanism, drawing upon
historical accounts and analyzing the enduring "Latin American silhouettes" — the enduring
images and stereotypes that have shaped the perception of the region in the United States.
This long and multifaceted history provides valuable context for understanding the
contemporary relationship between the two Americas.
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The Era of Manifest Destiny and Early Interventionism
(1889-1918)

The late 19th and early 20th centuries witnessed the height of US expansionism, often
cloaked under the guise of Manifest Destiny. This period saw frequent instances of US
intervention in Latin American affairs, justified through various pretexts — from protecting
American business interests (a key driver of economic dependence) to maintaining regional
stability. The Spanish-American War (1898) and the subsequent acquisition of Puerto Rico and
the Philippines drastically altered the geopolitical landscape, solidifying US dominance in
the Caribbean and projecting its power southward. The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe
Doctrine, asserting the US's right to intervene in Latin American countries to prevent
European intervention, formalized this assertive foreign policy, leading to military
interventions in countries like Cuba, Nicaragua, and the Dominican Republic. These actions,
often perceived as aggressive and exploitative by Latin Americans, deeply shaped the
mistrust that would characterize the relationship for decades to come.

The Cold War and the Rise of Anti-Communism (1945-1991)

The Cold War cast a long shadow over US-Latin American relations. The specter of communism
fueled extensive US involvement in the region, often prioritizing anti-communist
dictatorships over democratic ideals. The CIA orchestrated coups and supported authoritarian
regimes in Guatemala (1954) and Chile (1973), significantly impacting the political
trajectories of these nations. This period highlights the pervasive influence of Cold War
politics on US foreign policy in the region, fostering resentment and undermining democratic
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processes. The Alliance for Progress, a program aimed at promoting economic development and
social reform, was largely overshadowed by these interventions and failed to deliver on its
promises, further deepening the existing inequalities and fostering resentment towards the
us.

The Rise of Neo-Liberalism and the "War on Drugs" (1991-
Present)

The end of the Cold War did not usher in an era of seamless cooperation. The rise of
neoliberalism saw the imposition of free-market policies often detrimental to Latin American
economies, exacerbating existing inequalities and contributing to social unrest.
Simultaneously, the "War on Drugs" intensified US involvement in the region, often leading
to militarized approaches that negatively impacted human rights and fueled the very drug
trafficking it aimed to combat. The focus on counter-narcotics operations created a climate
of suspicion and further complicated already strained relationships. This period underscores
the enduring challenges faced in achieving true partnership, with the US frequently
prioritizing its own perceived security interests over broader considerations of regional
development and stability.

Re-evaluating Pan-Americanism and Building a New Future

The concept of Pan-Americanism, advocating for cooperation and solidarity among the nations
of the Americas, has been a recurring theme throughout the history of US-Latin American
relations. However, its implementation has been uneven and often overshadowed by power
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imbalances and unilateral actions by the United States. Moving forward, genuine Pan-
Americanism requires a fundamental shift in perspective, acknowledging the historical
injustices and embracing a more equitable and respectful partnership. This involves
recognizing the diversity of Latin American experiences, actively promoting democratic
governance, addressing economic inequalities, and prioritizing regional solutions to shared
challenges. Open dialogue, mutual respect, and a commitment to inclusive development are
essential to constructing a future where the "Latin American silhouettes" are no longer
defined by historical stereotypes but by a vibrant tapestry of diverse cultures and
collaborative endeavors.

Conclusion

The second century of US-Latin American relations since 1889 has been marked by a complex
interplay of cooperation and conflict, economic interdependence and political intervention.
Understanding this history is crucial for navigating the current relationship. Moving beyond
a legacy of interventionism and towards a more equitable partnership demands a concerted
effort to address historical injustices, promote genuine cooperation, and foster mutual
respect between the nations of North and South America. Only then can the "Latin American
silhouettes" truly reflect the richness and complexity of the region and its relationship
with the United States.

FAQ
Ql: What was the impact of the Monroe Doctrine on US-Latin American relations?
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Al: The Monroe Doctrine, while ostensibly aimed at preventing European colonization, was
interpreted by the US as justifying intervention in Latin American affairs to protect its
interests. This led to a pattern of US dominance and interventionism that continues to shape
the relationship today. The later Roosevelt Corollary explicitly solidified this
interventionist approach.

Q2: How did the Cold War affect US-Latin American relations?

A2: The Cold War saw the US prioritize containing communism in Latin America, often
supporting authoritarian regimes and intervening in internal political affairs. This led to
widespread human rights abuses and a deepening of mistrust between the US and many Latin
American nations. The CIA's involvement in coups in Guatemala and Chile are prime examples.

Q3: What is the significance of "economic dependence" in the context of US-Latin American
relations?

A3: Economic dependence refers to the historical and ongoing reliance of many Latin American
economies on the US market and investment. This dependence has often made Latin American
countries vulnerable to US economic policies and has hindered their ability to pursue
independent development paths.

Q4: What role has the "War on Drugs" played in shaping the relationship?

A4: The "War on Drugs" has led to increased US military involvement in Latin America, often
with detrimental effects on human rights and democratic processes. It has also fueled
corruption and instability in many countries, further straining US-Latin American relations.

The Second Century Us Latin American Relations Since 1889 Latin American Silhouettes
5



The Second Century Us Latin American Relations Since 1889 Latin American Silhouettes

Q5: How can the concept of Pan-Americanism be revitalized?

A5: Revitalizing Pan-Americanism requires a shift away from unilateral US actions towards a
truly collaborative approach that respects the sovereignty and diversity of Latin American
nations. This involves greater emphasis on mutual benefit, equitable partnerships, and
addressing the historical legacies of interventionism.

Q6: What are some of the contemporary challenges facing US-Latin American relations?

A6: Contemporary challenges include migration flows, drug trafficking, economic inequality,
climate change, and differing approaches to democracy and governance. Addressing these
challenges requires a commitment to open dialogue, mutual understanding, and collaborative
solutions.

Q7: What are the key historical events that have shaped the current relationship?

A7: Key events include the Spanish-American War, the Roosevelt Corollary, various US
military interventions, the Cold War interventions, the rise of neoliberalism, and the
ongoing "War on Drugs." These events have shaped perceptions and influenced the current
dynamics.

Q8: What are the future implications of this historical analysis for US-Latin American
relations?

A8: A deeper understanding of this complex history is vital for building a more constructive
and equitable future. Acknowledging past mistakes and working towards a more equitable and
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respectful partnership is essential for overcoming the challenges and fostering a stronger
relationship based on mutual trust and cooperation.

The Second Century: US-Latin American Relations Since 1889 -
Latin American Silhouettes

The period 1889 marks a pivotal moment in the knotted tapestry of US-Latin American
relations. This article explores the progression of this interplay over the subsequent
century and a half, underscoring the shifting dominance mechanics and the enduring
challenges that have molded the story. We will focus on the "Latin American silhouettes"—the
individual regional accounts that, while affected by broader tendencies, also exhibited
substantial diversity.

The final 19th age witnessed the rise of the United States as a world power, a development
that profoundly affected its dealings with Latin America. The Monroe Doctrine, initially a
relatively soft assertion of US concerns in the Western Hemisphere, gradually morphed into a
justification for intervention in the internal affairs of Latin American countries. The
Spanish-American War of 1898 served as a watershed instance, illustrating the US's readiness
to use force to grow its influence in the region. The following acquisition of territories
like Puerto Rico and Philippines moreover cemented this tendency.

The 20th era saw a continuum of US participation in Latin America, ranging from diplomatic
pressure to armed overthrows. The Banana Wars, for case, exhibit the extent to which US
companies exerted power over governmental processes in Latin America. Meanwhile, the Cold
War brought a new aspect to the interplay, with the US supporting dictatorial regimes in the
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name of combating Marxism.

However, the narrative is not one of one-sided US influence. Latin American states
vigorously opposed US interference, developing their own patriotic movements and questioning
the hegemony of the United States. The appearance of progressive leaders, such as Fidel
Castro in Cuba, confronted the US's set order and sparked eras of conflict.

The end of the Cold War signified a shift in the relationship. The emphasis shifted from
resistance of socialism to trade integration. The creation of NAFTA (later USMCA)
illustrated this new priority. However, the obstacles continue, encompassing issues of
inequality, movement, and drug dealing.

In summary, the following century of US-Latin American interactions since 1889 has been a
intricate and shifting adventure. It is characterized by periods of partnership and
conflict, marked by the changing influence forces between the two zones. Understanding this
background is essential for navigating the difficulties and chances that exist ahead. The
diverse “silhouettes” of Latin American nations show us that generalizations often miss to
capture the subtleties of this significant link.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What was the impact of the Monroe Doctrine on US-Latin American relations? The Monroe
Doctrine, initially intended to prevent European colonization, eventually evolved into a
justification for US intervention in Latin American affairs, often undermining regional

sovereignty.

The Second Century Us Latin American Relations Since 1889 Latin American Silhouettes
8



The Second Century Us Latin American Relations Since 1889 Latin American Silhouettes

2. How did the Cold War affect the relationship? The Cold War led to US support for
authoritarian regimes in Latin America to combat communism, often at the expense of
democratic values and human rights.

3. What are some of the current challenges in US-Latin American relations? Current
challenges include economic inequality, migration flows, drug trafficking, and differing
political ideologies.

4. What is the significance of understanding "Latin American silhouettes"? Recognizing the
diverse experiences and unique national contexts within Latin America prevents the use of
oversimplified generalizations and encourages a more nuanced understanding of the
relationship.
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