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Joy Evans' "Draw Then Write" series is a fantastic resource for
elementary school students, particularly those in grades 4-6.
This program effectively combines visual learning with writing
skills development, offering a unique and engaging approach to
creative writing and storytelling. This in-depth guide explores
the benefits, usage, and practical implementation of "Draw
Then Write" in the classroom and at home. We will delve into
the specific features that make it so effective for students in this
age group, addressing common questions and providing
valuable insights for educators and parents alike.

Understanding the "Draw Then Write"
Methodology
The core concept behind Joy Evans' "Draw Then Write" is
deceptively simple yet profoundly effective: students begin by
sketching their ideas before transferring them into written form.
This visual brainstorming phase allows children to overcome
writer's block and unlock their creativity. For grades 4-6, this
method is particularly beneficial as students transition from
simpler narrative structures to more complex plotlines and
character development. The series offers structured prompts
and exercises, guiding students through the process of
visualizing, planning, and finally, crafting their stories. This
approach directly addresses common challenges faced by
young writers, such as generating ideas and organizing their
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thoughts. Keywords like visual learning, creative writing
prompts, and storytelling techniques are central to
understanding the method's success.

### Visualizing Ideas: The Power of Sketching

The initial sketching phase is not about artistic skill; it's about
translating abstract ideas into concrete visual representations.
Students can use simple drawings, stick figures, or even mind
maps to capture the essence of their stories. This process helps
to solidify their ideas before they begin writing, ensuring a
clearer direction and preventing mid-story confusion. This step
is crucial in developing narrative structure and plot
development skills.

Benefits of "Draw Then Write" for
Grades 4-6
"Draw Then Write" offers numerous benefits for students in
grades 4-6, making it a valuable addition to any literacy
curriculum. These benefits span various aspects of writing and
learning:

Overcoming Writer's Block: The visual pre-writing
stage significantly reduces writer's block, allowing
students to confidently begin their writing process.
Enhanced Creativity: The focus on visual brainstorming
encourages imaginative thinking and exploration of
diverse ideas.
Improved Organization: By visualizing their stories
before writing, students develop a better understanding of
narrative structure and plot sequencing. They learn to
organize their thoughts effectively before committing
them to paper.
Strengthened Vocabulary: As students describe their
drawings, they are naturally encouraged to expand their
vocabulary and use more descriptive language.
Developed Story-Telling Skills: The method allows
students to improve their storytelling capabilities by
visualizing scenes, characters, and plot points before
writing.
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Practical Implementation and Usage
in the Classroom and Home
Implementing "Draw Then Write" is straightforward. Whether in
a classroom or home setting, the process involves these key
steps:

1. Introducing the Prompt: Begin with a clear and engaging
writing prompt. The Joy Evans series provides many excellent
prompts, but teachers and parents can also adapt existing ones
or create their own.

2. Visual Brainstorming: Encourage students to freely sketch
their ideas, focusing on capturing the essence of the story,
characters, and setting. Don't stress about artistic perfection;
the focus is on visualization.

3. Planning and Organization: After sketching, guide
students to organize their visual ideas into a coherent
sequence. This could involve labeling their sketches, creating a
simple storyboard, or outlining the plot.

4. Writing the Story: Finally, students use their visual plan as
a guide to write their story. This process should be less
daunting, as the groundwork has already been laid.

5. Review and Revision: Encourage self-editing and peer
review to refine their writing, focusing on clarity, detail, and
narrative flow.

Addressing Common Concerns and
Challenges
While "Draw Then Write" is highly effective, some challenges
may arise:

Time Management: The multi-step process might seem
time-consuming initially, but with practice, students
become more efficient.
Artistic Skill Level: Reassure students that drawing skill
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isn't crucial; the focus is on visual representation, not
artistic mastery.
Transitioning to Writing: Some students might need
additional support in translating their visual ideas into
written words. Providing sentence starters, vocabulary
prompts, or collaborative writing sessions can help.

Conclusion
Joy Evans' "Draw Then Write" program provides a powerful and
engaging approach to teaching creative writing to students in
grades 4-6. By incorporating visual learning techniques, it
addresses common writing challenges, fostering creativity,
improving organization, and enhancing storytelling skills. The
structured approach makes it easily adaptable to various
learning environments, offering significant benefits for both
teachers and students. The emphasis on visual brainstorming
promotes confidence, reduces writer's block, and unlocks the
full potential of young writers.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Is "Draw Then Write" suitable for all students in
grades 4-6, regardless of their writing abilities?

A1: Yes, "Draw Then Write" is designed to be adaptable to a
wide range of writing abilities. The visual pre-writing stage is
particularly helpful for students who struggle with writer's block
or lack confidence in their writing skills. More advanced
students can use the method to explore more complex narrative
structures and refine their storytelling techniques.

Q2: How can I incorporate "Draw Then Write" into a busy
classroom schedule?

A2: The process can be adapted to fit various time constraints.
Shorter writing prompts and focused activities can be
incorporated into a single class period, while longer projects can
be spread across multiple sessions. Prioritizing the visual
brainstorming phase ensures that writing becomes a less
daunting task.
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Q3: What kind of materials are needed to use "Draw
Then Write"?

A3: The only essential materials are paper and pencils or
crayons. Students can use sketchbooks, loose paper, or even
digital drawing tools. The focus is on visual representation, not
artistic precision.

Q4: How can parents support their children using "Draw
Then Write" at home?

A4: Parents can actively participate in the process by providing
positive feedback, offering suggestions for story development,
and helping children to organize their visual ideas. Creating a
supportive and encouraging environment is crucial.

Q5: Are there different levels or books in the "Draw Then
Write" series?

A5: While the specific titles may vary, the "Draw Then Write"
approach is often presented in a series of books or workbooks
designed for different grade levels. Look for versions specifically
tailored for grades 4-6 to find the best fit for your students' skill
levels.

Q6: Can "Draw Then Write" be used for subjects other
than creative writing?

A6: Absolutely! The visual brainstorming technique can be
adapted for various subjects, such as science, social studies, or
even math. Visualizing concepts can help students better
understand and retain information.

Q7: What if a student isn't comfortable drawing?

A7: Emphasize that the drawings are simply visual
representations of ideas. They don't need to be perfect or
detailed. Students can use simple stick figures, symbols, or
even mind maps to convey their thoughts. The goal is to unlock
creative thought, not to produce artistic masterpieces.

Q8: How can I assess student work using the "Draw Then
Write" method?
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A8: Assessment should focus on the entire process: the quality
of visual brainstorming, the organization of ideas, and the
clarity and coherence of the written story. Use rubrics that
consider both the visual and written aspects of the assignment,
recognizing the different skills involved in each step.

Unleashing Young Artists: A Deep
Dive into "Draw Then Write" by Joy
Evans (Grades 4-6)
Joy Evans' "Draw Then Write" is more than just a guide; it's a
pathway to freeing the creative power within young artists aged
9-12. This comprehensive system effortlessly blends visual arts
and written expression, providing a unique and captivating
approach to developing essential talents in elementary school
children. This article will investigate the mechanics of this
fantastic resource, highlighting its advantages and offering
practical techniques for implementation.

A Synergistic Blend of Art and Literacy:

The brilliance of "Draw Then Write" resides in its recognition of
the link between visual and linguistic communication. Rather
than considering these fields in independence, Evans' system
encourages students to employ one to boost the other. The
process typically begins with a visual prompt – a provocative
image, a mind-bending question, or a short story introduction.
Students are then invited to respond through illustrating,
enabling their concepts to flow freely onto the page. This visual
examination serves as a launchpad for writing, providing a
concrete base upon which to create a narrative, rhyme, or
expository piece.

Key Features and Benefits:

Improved Visual Literacy: The emphasis on visual
depiction significantly enhances students' capacity to
interpret and convey through images. This skill is useful
across various areas, from social studies to technology.

Enhanced Writing Skills: By starting with a visual
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illustration, students overcome the often daunting blank
page block. The illustration provides a framework for their
writing, making the process less frightening and more
fluid. This results to enhanced storytelling, vocabulary,
and syntactical structure.

Increased Creativity and Confidence: The open-ended
nature of the activities fosters creative thinking and self-
discovery. Students are enabled to explore different
styles, finding their own unique voices in both art and
writing. This boosts their self-esteem and encourages
them to take risks.

Differentiated Instruction: The adaptability of "Draw
Then Write" makes it appropriate for varied learners.
Teachers can easily adjust the prompts and exercises to
meet the needs of individual students, providing to
different learning styles.

Implementation Strategies:

Integrate into Existing Curriculum: "Draw Then Write"
can be seamlessly integrated into current language arts
and art curricula. It can complement other activities,
improving the learning experience.

Collaborative Projects: Encourage collaborative
projects where students work together, sharing their
drawings and tales. This fosters teamwork abilities and
allows students to gain from each other's innovation.

Display Student Work: Create a gallery to present
students' drawings and writing. This celebrates their
achievements and encourages further creative
exploration.

Conclusion:

Joy Evans' "Draw Then Write" is a valuable resource for
educators looking to foster creativity and better literacy abilities
in elementary school students. Its innovative method
seamlessly blends visual and literary expression, resulting in a
dynamic and captivating learning experience. By empowering
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students to convey themselves through multiple mediums,
"Draw Then Write" helps them discover their individual artists
and writers, developing self-worth and a lifelong love of
learning.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What age range is "Draw Then Write" suitable for? It's
specifically designed for grades 4-6, typically children aged
9-12.

2. Does it require any specific art supplies? No, basic
drawing materials like pencils, crayons, or markers will suffice.

3. How can I adapt "Draw Then Write" for students with
different learning styles? The program's flexibility allows for
diverse adaptations. Teachers can modify prompts, provide
alternative writing formats, and offer varied assessment
methods to suit different needs.

4. Is there a teacher's guide or supplementary materials
available? Availability of supplementary materials varies;
check with the publisher or retailer for specifics.

5. Can "Draw Then Write" be used in a homeschooling
environment? Absolutely! It’s an excellent resource for
homeschooling parents looking to integrate art and writing into
their curriculum.
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