Guide To D800 Custom
Setting

Mastering Your Nikon D80O:
A Comprehensive Guide to
Custom Settings

The Nikon D800, a powerhouse in the world of professional
DSLRs, offers unparalleled image quality and a wealth of
customizable features. Understanding and effectively utilizing
its custom settings (also known as "Custom Setting menu" or
"Personal settings") is crucial for maximizing its potential and
tailoring its performance to your specific shooting style and
needs. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies of
D800 custom settings, exploring everything from basic
adjustments to advanced techniques. We'll cover key areas like
image quality settings, autofocus customization, and
shooting menu options, enabling you to unlock the full
creative potential of this exceptional camera.

Understanding the Power of D800
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Custom Settings

The D800's custom setting menu is a powerful tool allowing
you to personalize nearly every aspect of the camera's
behavior. Instead of repeatedly adjusting individual settings for
different shooting situations, you can create and save
customized profiles, instantly recalling your preferred
configurations with a simple menu selection. This significantly
streamlines your workflow, allowing you to focus more on
composition and less on technical adjustments. Think of it as
creating personalized presets for your camera, perfectly
tailored to your specific needs.

Key Areas of D800 Custom Setting
Customization: A Deep Dive

This section breaks down the key areas within the D800's
custom settings menu. Mastering these will drastically improve
your shooting experience and image quality.

##4# 1. Image Quality Settings: Optimizing for Your Needs

This section of the custom settings menu focuses on image
quality parameters, which includes:

e Image Area: Choose between FX (full-frame), DX (crop),
and 5:4 aspect ratios. Understanding the implications of
each on image resolution and field of view is essential. FX
offers the highest resolution, while DX provides a tighter



Guide To D800 Custom Setting

crop, ideal for telephoto situations or situations where
you want a better reach. The 5:4 aspect ratio delivers
images better suited for printing.

* Image Quality: This determines the compression level
of your JPEGs (Fine, Normal, Basic) and the format of your
files (NEF (RAW), JPEG, or both). Choosing RAW offers
maximum flexibility during post-processing, while JPEGs
provide immediate usability.

e White Balance: While you can adjust white balance on a
shot-by-shot basis, pre-setting custom white balance
options for recurring lighting conditions (e.g., tungsten
lighting, fluorescent lighting) can streamline your
workflow immensely. This is particularly useful for studio
photographers or those working in predictable lighting
scenarios.

### 2. Autofocus System Fine-Tuning: Achieving Precise Focus

The D800's autofocus system is highly sophisticated. Custom
settings allow fine-tuning its behavior:

e AF-Area Mode: This determines how the camera selects
its focus points, ranging from single-point AF for precise
control to dynamic-area AF for subjects in motion.
Understanding the nuances of each mode - like group
dynamic AF or 3D-tracking - is crucial for various
shooting scenarios. Experimentation is key to discovering
what works best for you.

e AF-C (Continuous Servo AF) and AF-S (Single Servo
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AF): Select the AF mode suitable for your subject's
movement. AF-C is for moving subjects, while AF-S is
ideal for stationary ones. Mastering the differences
between these is paramount for capturing sharp images.

e Focus Tracking: Certain custom settings allow you to
adjust the sensitivity and responsiveness of the camera's
focus tracking system, optimizing it for different subject
types and speeds.

### 3. Shooting Menu Optimization: Enhancing Workflow

The shooting menu within the custom settings allows you to
personalize shooting parameters:

* Shooting Speed: Control the continuous shooting
speed, balancing the frame rate with buffer capacity.
Understanding your camera’s buffer limitations and
choosing a speed that matches your shooting style is
vital to avoid missed shots.

e Metering: Select your preferred metering mode (matrix,
center-weighted, spot) and fine-tune its behavior based
on lighting conditions and subject matter.

* |ISO Sensitivity: While you can adjust ISO on the fly,
pre-setting your typical ISO range can save time and
ensure consistency in your images. Consider creating
separate custom settings for low-light and bright-light
situations.

##4# 4. Picture Control: Defining Your Image Style
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The D800’s Picture Control settings allow you to adjust aspects
of your images before capturing them. These settings can be
customized extensively within the custom settings menu
allowing you to create your own unique style profiles.

Practical Implementation and
Benefits of D800 Custom Settings

Implementing custom settings requires a clear understanding
of your photographic needs and preferences. Start by
identifying your most frequently used settings. Create custom
settings for different scenarios (e.qg., portraits, landscapes,
sports). Experiment with different combinations of settings to
find what works best for you. The benefit is a dramatically
improved workflow, leading to greater efficiency and
consistency in your photography.

Conclusion: Unleashing the D800's
Full Potential

The Nikon D800's custom settings are a powerful tool that
allows for unparalleled control and personalization. Mastering
this feature is key to unlocking the camera's full potential. By
understanding and utilizing the custom settings effectively,
photographers can streamline their workflow, improve image
quality, and ultimately create more compelling and consistent
results. Remember, experimentation is key; explore different
settings to determine what best suits your individual needs and
shooting style.
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FAQ

Q1: Can | delete custom settings?

Al: Yes, you can delete unwanted custom settings from the
camera's menu. This allows you to keep only the profiles you
frequently use, making navigation easier.

Q2: How many custom settings can | save?

A2: The D800 allows you to save a significant number of
custom settings, usually allowing for several personalized
profiles.

Q3: Will changing custom settings affect my existing
images?

A3: No, changing custom settings only affects images taken
*after* the changes are made. It has no impact on previously
captured photos.

Q4: Can | copy custom settings between cameras?

A4: While not directly transferable, you can effectively recreate
the same settings on another D800 (or compatible Nikon
camera) by noting down your customized parameters.

Q5: Are custom settings lost if the battery dies?

A5: No, your custom settings are saved in the camera's
memory and are not affected by battery depletion.
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Q6: What is the best way to learn to utilize the custom
settings effectively?

Ab6: The best approach is a combination of reading the manual,
experimenting with different settings in controlled
environments, and analyzing the results. Consider shooting
various subjects with different settings to understand their
impacts.

Q7: Is there a default setting | can revert to if | make a
mistake?

A7: Yes, you can reset the camera to its factory defaults,
restoring all settings to their original state. This is a useful
option if you've made significant and undesirable changes.

Q8: How do custom settings impact battery life?

A8: The impact of custom settings on battery life is negligible.
The power consumption related to custom settings is minimal
compared to other energy-intensive functions like continuous
shooting or using the live view mode.

Mastering Your Nikon D800: A
Comprehensive Guide to Custom
Settings

The Nikon D800, a iconic powerhouse in the world of digital

picture-taking, offers an impressive array of features. But to
truly unlock its full potential, understanding its custom settings
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is essential. This guide will lead you through the intricacies of
the D800's custom functions, empowering you to customize
your camera to your precise shooting style and needs. We'll
investigate each setting, providing practical examples and tips
to maximize your photographic results.

The D800's custom settings menu is accessed via the "Custom
Setting Menu" option in the camera's main menu. Think of it as
your camera's configuration hub, allowing you to fine-tune
nearly every aspect of its functionality. This level of control can
be slightly intimidating for beginners, but once you understand
the basics, the possibilities become stimulating.

Let's dive into the key areas of the D800's custom settings:

1. Image Quality and Shooting Settings: This section
allows you to set your preferred image formats (RAW, JPEG, or
both), image size, and various shooting parameters. You can
set your desired image quality, choosing between different
levels of compression for JPEGs. For example, setting the image
quality to "Fine" will result in larger file sizes but higher image
detail, while "Normal" provides smaller files but a slight
reduction in quality. Experiment to find the balance that fits
your workflow and storage capability.

2. Autofocus System Settings: The D800 boasts a highly
sophisticated autofocus system. Custom settings in this area
allow you to modify autofocus area modes, focus tracking
sensitivity, and AF-area selection. Understanding these settings
is significantly crucial for sports and wildlife picture-taking,
where quick and accurate focusing is paramount. For instance,
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adjusting the focus tracking sensitivity can help you obtain
sharper images of moving subjects. Experiment with different
settings depending on your subject’s speed.

3. Metering and Exposure Settings: This crucial section lets
you control how the camera determines exposure. You can
choose between different metering modes (matrix, center-
weighted, spot) and customize exposure compensation. For
instance, choosing spot metering allows you to exactly control
the exposure of a specific area within the frame. This is
particularly helpful in high-contrast scenes where maintaining
detail in both highlights and shadows is crucial.

4. White Balance Settings: Accurately setting white balance
ensures that your images have accurate colors. While the
automatic white balance system often performs well,
customizing your white balance allows for more command in
specific lighting conditions. You can select from various preset
options (daylight, shade, cloudy, fluorescent, incandescent) or
even create a custom white balance setting using a neutral
gray card.

5. Flash Settings: The D800's flash settings are highly
customizable. You can control flash exposure compensation,
flash sync speed, and flash mode. This allows for precise
control over the intensity and impact of your flash in various
shooting scenarios, from basic fill-flash to more complex
techniques like slow-sync flash for night imaging.

6. Release Mode and Other Settings: Here, you can
configure various aspects of the shooting process, such as
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drive mode (single shot, continuous, self-timer), image review,
and even tailor the way the camera's LCD presents
information. These minor settings can cumulatively increase
your shooting efficiency and overall user enjoyment.

By carefully investigating and adjusting these custom settings,
you can transform your Nikon D800 into a precisely tuned
instrument perfectly aligned with your photographic vision.
Remember that there's no "one-size-fits-all" approach; the best
settings will depend on your specific needs and shooting style.
Experimentation and practice are key to mastering your D800’s
capabilities.

In Conclusion:

The Nikon D800's custom settings provide an unparalleled level
of control, enabling photographers to optimize their workflow
and produce stunning images. By understanding and utilizing
these settings, you can fully harness the camera's power and
elevate your imaging to the next level. It's a journey of
exploration, and the rewards - sharper images, improved
consistency, and a deeper connection with your equipment -
are well worth the effort.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Will changing custom settings affect my already
captured images?

Al: No, changing custom settings only affects images captured
*after* you make the changes. Your existing images will remain
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unaffected.

Q2: Can | reset my custom settings to their factory
defaults?

A2: Yes, the D800 allows you to reset all custom settings to
their original factory defaults. This is usually found within the
main Custom Setting menu.

Q3: Is it necessary to change all custom settings?

A3: Absolutely not! Start by focusing on the settings that
directly impact your most frequent shooting scenarios. You can
gradually explore and adjust other settings as you become
more comfortable.

Q4: Where can | find more detailed information about
specific custom settings?

A4: Your Nikon D800's user manual provides comprehensive
details on each custom setting, along with explanations and
examples. You can also find helpful resources and tutorials
online.
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