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Successfully  navigating  the  lambing
season  requires  knowledge,  preparation,
and  swift  action.  This  comprehensive
veterinary  guide  explores  practical
lambing and lamb care, providing essential
insights  for  farmers  and  shepherds  to
ensure healthy ewes and thriving lambs.
We'll  cover  crucial  aspects  from  pre-
lambing  preparation  to  post-natal  lamb
care, addressing common challenges and
offering solutions based on veterinary best
practices. This guide focuses on practical
applications,  enabling  you  to  confidently
handle all stages of lambing and newborn
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lamb care.

Pre-Lambing
Preparation:  Setting  the
Stage for Success
Successful lambing begins well before the
ewes start to labor. Thorough pre-lambing
preparation  is  crucial  for  minimizing
complications  and  maximizing  lamb
survival  rates.  This  includes  several  key
elements:

Nutritional  Management:  Ewes
require optimal nutrition in the weeks
leading  up  to  lambing.  A  balanced
diet  ensures  sufficient  energy
reserves for pregnancy and lactation.
Consul t  your  veter inar ian  to
determine  the  appropriate  feed
ration, considering factors like breed,
body  condit ion  score,  and  the
number  o f  l ambs  expec ted .
Insufficient nutrition can lead to weak
lambs,  dystocia  (difficult  birth),  and
postpartum  complications.

Parasite  Control:  Internal  and
external  parasites  can  significantly
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impact ewe health and lamb survival.
A targeted parasite control program,
guided  by  fecal  egg  counts  and
veterinary  advice,  is  vital.  This  is
especially  important  in  preventing
paras i t ic  burdens  that  could
compromise  the  ewe's  ability  to
maintain  a  healthy  pregnancy  and
produce quality colostrum.

Vaccination  and  Health  Checks:
Routine  vaccinations  against
common  diseases  like  clostridial
diseases  and  pasteurellosis  protect
both  ewes  and  lambs.  Pre-lambing
health checks by a veterinarian allow
for  early  identification and treatment
of  any  underlying  conditions  that
could  compromise  the  lambing
process.  This preventative approach
is  a  cornerstone  of  successful
lambing  management.

Lambing  Facilities:  Prepare  a
clean,  dry,  and  well-ventilated
lambing area. This space should be
equipped  with  adequate  bedding,
appropriate  lighting,  and  readily
accessible  supplies,  including  clean
towels,  disinfectants,  and  tools  for
assisting  with  difficult  births.
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Adequate space is essential for both
ewes and their newborns.

Identifying  Ewes  Near  Term:
Monitor  ewes  c losely  as  they
approach  their  due  dates.  Observe
for signs of impending lambing, such
as  restlessness,  nesting  behavior,
and  the  relaxation  of  the  pelvic
ligaments.  Regular  checks  are
essential  for  early  intervention  if
complications  arise.

The  Lambing  Process:
Recognizing  and
Managing Complications
The  actual  lambing  process  requires
vigilance and swift action when necessary.
Knowing  how  to  identify  and  manage
complications  is  essential  for  successful
outcomes.

Normal Lambing:  Most ewes lamb
without  assistance,  but  constant
observation remains crucial. A normal
lambing involves the rupture of the
amniotic  sac,  fol lowed  by  the
presentation  of  the  front  feet  and
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head  of  the  lamb.  The  ewe  will
usually lick and clean the lamb.

Dystocia (Difficult  Birth):  Dystocia
is a common complication.  It  might
involve  malpresentation  (breech,
upside  down),  fetal  oversize,  or
uterine  inertia.  Prompt  veterinary
assistance  is  essential  to  prevent
maternal  and  fetal  mortality.  Early
recogn i t ion  o f  s igns  such  as
prolonged straining, excessive stress,
or visible parts of the lamb other than
the normal presentation is crucial.

Post-Partum Care:  After  lambing,
monitor the ewe for signs of retained
placenta, metritis (uterine infection),
or  mastit is  (udder  infection).
Administer  appropriate  treatment  if
complications arise. Providing clean,
comfortable surroundings and proper
nutrition are essential for the ewe's
recovery.

Umbilical Cord Care: The umbilical
cord usually breaks naturally, but if it
doesn't, a clean cut should be made
a  few  inches  from  the  abdomen,
followed  by  application  of  a  mild
antiseptic  solution  to  prevent
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infection. This is a crucial aspect of
newborn lamb care.

Newborn  Lamb  Care:
Ensuring a Healthy Start
Newborn lamb care is equally critical for
survival. Immediate attention is essential.

Colostrum:  The  first  milk
(colostrum)  is  vital  for  passive
immunity  transfer.  Ensure  that  the
lamb  suckles  within  the  first  few
hours  of  life  to  receive  essential
antibodies.  If  necessary,  assist  the
lamb in suckling or provide colostrum
via a bottle or tube. Failure to receive
sufficient  colostrum  significantly
increases  the  risk  of  illness  and
mortality.

Temperature Regulation: Newborn
lambs are vulnerable to hypothermia
(low  body  temperature).  Provide  a
warm, dry environment and monitor
the  lamb's  body  temperature,
intervening with warming measures if
n e c e s s a r y .  A  s i m p l e  r e c t a l
thermometer is an invaluable tool.
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Ident i fy ing  and  Treat ing
Illnesses:  Observe  lambs  regularly
for signs of illness, such as lethargy,
diarrhea,  or  respiratory  distress.
Prompt veterinary attention is crucial
for  any  abnormal i t ies .  Ear ly
intervention  can  greatly  improve
chances  of  recovery.

Growth and Development: Monitor
the lamb’s growth and development,
weighing  them  regularly.  Any
significant  deviation  from  expected
growth patterns should be addressed
by  your  veterinarian.  This  allows
early  identification  and  management
of any potential issues.

Post-Weaning
Management  and
Ongoing  Healthcare
Post-weaning management includes:

Vaccination Program: A continued
vaccination  program  to  ensure
ongoing  disease  protection.

Parasite Control:  Regular  parasite
control to minimize health risks.
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Nutrition: Ensure adequate nutrition
for  growth  and  development  after
weaning.

Record  Keeping:  Maintaining
accurate records of health events and
treatments is essential for good flock
management.

Conclusion:  A  Proactive
Approach  to  Lambing
Success
Successful  lambing  requires  a  proactive
and informed approach. By implementing
the strategies  outlined in  this  veterinary
guide,  you  will  significantly  increase  the
chances  of  healthy  ewes  and  thriving
lambs.  Remember ,  preventat ive
healthcare,  diligent  observation,  and
prompt  veterinary  intervention  are
cornerstones  of  successful  lambing  and
lamb care.

Frequently  Asked
Questions  (FAQ)
Q1: How often should I check my ewes
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during lambing season?

A1: The frequency of checks depends on
several  factors,  including  your  flock  size
and  the  individual  ewe’s  stage  of
pregnancy.  During  the  final  few  weeks,
daily checks are ideal. In the last few days
before  lambing  and  during  actual  labor,
more frequent checks might be necessary,
even  hourly  for  ewes  showing  signs  of
imminent labor.

Q2:  What  are  the  signs  of  a  difficult
lambing  (dystocia)?

A2:  Signs  of  dystocia  include  prolonged
straining without lamb presentation, visible
parts of the lamb other than the normal
presentation (front feet and head), unusual
discharge,  restlessness,  and  signs  of
distress in the ewe (panting, sweating). If
you see any of these signs, contact your
veterinarian immediately.

Q3: How can I tell if a newborn lamb
has received enough colostrum?

A3:  A  well-nourished  newborn  lamb will
appear  alert,  active,  and  have  a  warm
body  temperature.  Observe  the  lamb
suckling;  a  healthy  lamb  will  suckle
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vigorously  and  frequently.  A  passive
immunity  test  can  also  confirm  colostrum
intake  if  there's  any  doubt.

Q4:  What  should  I  do  if  a  newborn
lamb is hypothermic?

A4: Gently warm the lamb using a warm-
water  bath  (not  exceeding  104°F/40°C),
warm blankets, or heat lamps. Monitor its
temperature  carefully.  Provide  colostrum
and seek veterinary advice.

Q5: What are some common diseases
that affect newborn lambs?

A5:  Common  diseases  include  scours
(diarrhea), pneumonia, navel ill  (infection
of  the  umbilical  cord),  and  various
bacterial  infections.  Early  detection  and
treatment are critical.

Q6: How can I prevent lamb mortality?

A6:  Preventative  healthcare  is  key:
providing good nutrition, parasite control,
vaccination,  clean  and  comfortable
facilities, and prompt veterinary attention
to  any  health  issue  greatly  reduce
mortality  rates.
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Q7: When should I wean my lambs?

A7: Typically, lambs are weaned between
8 and 12 weeks of age, depending on their
breed,  growth  rate,  and  overall  health.
Consult  with  your  veter inarian  to
determine the best weaning time for your
flock.

Q8:  What  role  does  record-keeping
p l a y  i n  s u c c e s s f u l  l a m b i n g
management?

A8:  Record-keeping enables you to track
the health and productivity of your flock. It
a l lows  you  to  ident i fy  trends  and
implement  strategies  for  improvement.
Record ing  lamb  b i r ths ,  weights ,
vaccination  dates,  health  events,  and
treatments  helps  in  making  informed
decisions regarding flock management and
identifying potential problems early.

Practical  Lambing  and  Lamb  Care:  A
Veterinary  Guide

Introduction:

The coming of lambs is a exciting time for
ranchers  ,  but  it  also  requires  attentive
management.  Successful  parturition
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hinges on a comprehensive knowledge of
both the physiological processes involved
and the practical skills needed to intervene
when necessary . This guide, written from
a veterinary viewpoint  ,  aims to present
practical advice and strategies for fruitful
lambing and optimal  lamb care.  We will
investigate key aspects, from recognizing
signs of labor to handling complications .

Main Discussion:

Pre-Lambing Preparation:

Before the true lambing time, meticulous
preparation  is  crucial  .  This  involves
checking  ewes’  physical  state  scores,
ensuring adequate feeding, and providing
a clean and cozy lambing environment .
Sufficient  shelter,  lacking  drafts  and
predators , is vital . Vaccination protocols
must  be  current  ,  protecting  ewes  and
lambs  from  illnesses  such  as  clostridial
diseases.

Recognizing the Signs of Labor:

Recognizing the commencement of labor is
important  for  timely  intervention  .  Ewes
may  exhibit  physical  changes  such  as
restlessness ,  constant  urination,  nesting
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behavior, and a clear discharge of mucus.
Observing ewes closely in the days leading
up to their expected lambing date is vital.

Assisting with Lambing:

While  many  ewes  lamb  without  aid,
assistance  may  be  necessary  in  certain
cases . Extended labor, abnormal positions
(e.g.,  breech,  head  back),  or  signs  of
trouble in either the ewe or the lamb are
signals  that  professional  assistance  is
necessary.  Veterinary  practitioners  are
skilled to handle such difficulties safely and
effectively .

Lamb Care after Birth:

After parturition, it  is important to confirm
that  the  lamb  is  respiring  normally  and
receiving colostrum, the initial  milk from
the  ewe,  full  in  antibodies.  Sufficient
colostrum  intake  is  critical  for  acquired
immunity in the newborn lamb. Cleaning
the lamb and ensuring a cozy environment
are as well essential aspects.

Common Lamb Health Problems:

Several  common  health  problems  can
influence  newborn  lambs.  These  include



Practical Lambing And Lamb Care A Veterinary Guide

14

h y p o t h e r m i a  ( l o w  b o d y  h e a t  ) ,
hypoglycemia (low blood sugar ), diarrhea,
and  umbilical  infections.  Early  detection
and appropriate management are crucial
for  good  outcomes.  Prompt  veterinary
attention is  suggested for any presumed
health issues.

Nutrition and Weaning:

Sufficient  nutrition  is  important  for  the
healthy  growth  of  lambs.  Ewes  ought
receive  a  well-rounded  diet  to  ensure
adequate milk yield. Weaning is a gradual
process, commonly beginning around 8-12
weeks of age, reliant on the lamb's mass
and the availability of adequate forage.

Conclusion:

Successful  lambing  and  lamb  care
necessitate a mixture of forward-thinking
preparation,  careful  monitoring  ,  and
timely  intervention  .  This  handbook  has
emphasized  important  aspects  of  this
critical  phase  in  the  sheep  shepherding
cycle.  By  utilizing  these  strategies  ,
farmers can raise the likelihood of healthy
lambs and a prosperous lambing period .
Remember,  getting expert  animal  health
counsel is continually recommended when
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encountering difficulties.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: When should I call a veterinarian
during  lambing?  A:  Cal l  your  vet
immediately  if  labor  lasts  longer  than  4
hours, if there are signs of distress in the
ewe or lamb, or if the lamb is presenting
abnormally (e.g., breech, head back).

2. Q: How can I prevent hypothermia
in newborn lambs? A: Ensure the lamb is
d ry ,  p rov ide  a  warm,  she l te red
environment,  and  consider  supplemental
warmth (e.g., heat lamp) if necessary.

3.  Q:  What  is  the  importance  of
colostrum  for  newborn  lambs?  A:
Colostrum  provides  essential  antibodies
that protect the lamb from disease during
its early, vulnerable days.

4. Q: How often should I check on my
ewes  during  lambing  season?  A:
Frequent checks, ideally multiple times a
day, especially during the lambing period,
allow for early detection of problems.
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